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Each consecutive generation of God’s people is called by Him 
to take the saving message of Christ to its generation. But 
where does each one of His specially prepared and gifted 
disciples fit into the equation of that grand work? How can 
they come to truly possess the conviction of God’s intended 
purpose for them and, with bold confidence, yield their lives 
to the fulfillment of that task?

Throughout the generations, the missionary call has been 
a much discussed and perplexing topic. In the simplest of 
terms, the call of God can be defined as the means by which 
God reveals His special purpose for the life of a believer. God 
certainly desires His followers to be able to clearly know that 
divine call for their lives, and He will use different means to 
reveal it to them individually and collectively to His church 
as a whole. 

I am often asked by those interested in entering missionary 
service how they can discern God’s will for their lives. They 
ask if it is the Lord’s will for them to serve as missionaries and, 
if so, when and where? What role does He want them to fulfill? 
Is this a short-term assignment or a life-long commitment? 
What about preparing further? From a heartfelt dedication 
to their Savior and serious desire to take His message to their 
generation, they ultimately ask, “How can I truly know for 
sure where I fit in God’s plan—what is God’s call for my life?” 
Scriptural examples along with the testimonies of servants 
past and present provide a wonderful window for revealing 
how God uniquely prepares each individual servant and then 
uniquely makes His call known to him.

As each generation comes and passes quickly, it is imperative, 
therefore, for every true believer in Jesus Christ to offer Him 
a heart that has no will of its own and that asks, “What would 
you have me to do?” Then he responds, “Here am I, send me,” 
and allows God in His unique way to call and send him.
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My family and I 
live in Mexico 
City, where 
our main 
ministries are 
church planting 
and leadership 

development, both 
within our local 

church and in other 
existing ministries.

The Lord began preparing me 
for ministry in Mexico City long 

before I was aware of His call on my 
life. The Lord laid it on the heart of a 

Spanish professor in my church to begin offering weekly 
classes in her home for children interested in learning the 
basics of Spanish. As an eight-year-old boy, I was intrigued 
by the idea of learning another language, and my parents 
were grateful for this opportunity for me. I found that 
studying Spanish fascinated me, and soon my teacher had 
invited me to meet with her more frequently for private 
tutoring in Spanish. My active study of Spanish tapered off 
as I grew older, but I remained interested in learning more.

During high school, I traveled twice with an outreach 
team to New York City. Just as the Spanish language had 
fascinated me as a child, this busy, populous city fascinated 
me as a teenager. I desired to become more familiar with city 
life, and the Lord granted that desire. I had the opportunity 
as a college student to serve a ten-week pastoral internship 
in Brooklyn, New York.

Though I had been willing to go to the foreign field for 
several years prior to my junior year of college, the Lord 
graciously arranged my circumstances that year to place 
me in a circle of spiritually-minded friends with missions 
interest and ambition.

God continued during the following years to build that 
interest in me as well. I witnessed many places in the world 
with great spiritual needs, yet with little or no opportunity 
to hear the message of Christ. After a four-week mission 
trip to Central America in 2003, I had a greater compassion 

for lost people, specifically in the Spanish-speaking world. 
I married Andrea in January of 2005, and we traveled as 
assistant leaders on the Bob Jones University Spanish Team 
that summer. During the trip, the Lord gave us a burden 
for many places and ministries we visited. Our burden 
for Mexico City was intense and continued to grow as the 
months passed after the team returned.

The Lord placed us in a church with a weekly Spanish 
service, and, as a seminary student, I served a church 
internship with a special focus on the Spanish ministry. I 
received experience in preaching in Spanish and in meeting 
Spanish-speakers from a number of Latin American 
countries. After spending 18 months in Mexico City from 
May 2009 until December 2010, we were convinced that the 
Lord had providentially equipped us for long-term service 
in Mexico City.

We have come to regard our call to ministry in Mexico 
City not as a single event but as a series of providential 
circumstances that came together to form an unmistakable 
calling. I compare our call to missions to a puzzle. During 
the placement of some pieces to the puzzle, we had no idea 
what the final picture would look like, but, of course, God 
knew. God knew that in order to fulfill the ministry He has 
for us now, we would need to speak Spanish. We must have 
a burden to reach lost people with the Gospel. To thrive in 
this metropolis, we have to enjoy city life, and we need the 
ability to connect with people who grew up in a different 
cultural context than we. In order to move ahead with 
confidence to Mexico City, we needed confirmation from 
our church family and leadership that we were equipped 
for ministry.

The presence of all of these individual pieces does not alone 
signify a call to full-time missionary work in Mexico City. 
But as God moved in our hearts as a family and directed our 
thoughts and desires toward exactly what we are currently 
doing, we were able to see the way many puzzle pieces—
language, urban interest, burden, experience, opportunity, 
and confirmation from our local church—fit together and 
to have confidence that God had been at work for many 
years preparing what we now see to be a clear missionary 
calling.
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“I COMPARE 
OUR CALL TO 

MISSIONS TO A 
PUZZLE.”
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How would you describe the character of the Apostle Paul? Many 
would consider him the paragon of missionaries. Besides his 
abundant labors, he also showed his character by his response to 
Agabus’s prediction of his death: “None of these things move me, 
neither count I my life dear unto myself ” (Acts 20:24). What is 
the makeup of this man whose life included countless beatings, 
numerous imprisonments and near-death experiences, beatings 
with hard rods, and lashes from long, skin-shredding whips? 
Besides these sufferings he also faced incessant danger from being 
both in the city and in the wilderness, with both vicious people and 
ferocious wild beasts – and all because of the Gospel. Was he timid, 
fearful, and easily cowed? If this description of his experiences was 
not inspired Scripture, we would doubt that any one man could 
suffer so much. With this knowledge of Paul’s resolute bravery, we 
would not expect his next prayer request, a request he makes more 
than once. He urges the Ephesians with these words: “[Pray] for me, 
that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth 
boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, For which I am 
an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I 
ought to speak (Eph. 6:19-20).”
 
The request is to pray for boldness! But Paul seems to be a bold 
man. It seems contradictory, doesn’t it? But in reality it is totally 
sensible. Let’s put the request in perspective. How often have you 
and I shrunk back from a bold presentation of the Gospel, or even a 
timid presentation? We are often embarrassed by our fear, hesitancy, 
and anxiety. We need boldness, and we know it. But Paul? Evidently 
he too sensed an ongoing need for boldness, and he knew that only 
God could give it and that He would give it in answer to prayer.  

If the fearless Paul needed prayer, then every missionary you 
know needs prayer to be bold as a lion. When you next pray for a 
missionary (and hopefully that will be soon), pray for him to open 
his mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the Gospel. By the 
way, how about yourself? Do you need boldness? Now you know 
what to do – pray for it!
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By Ruth Potter
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I wished for a lightning bolt, but it never came. So, when I 
had to make a decision about pursuing career missions, I 
settled for the ordinary method of step-by-step guidance. 
When I say “step-by-step,” think of those as slow motion 
steps. I was 39 when I finally landed on the mission field to 
start my first official term. 

Looking back, I can see key incidents where God was 
working in my heart and pointing me toward a very specific 
calling. The first step was the most important: the day I 
accepted Christ as my Savior. I was only four years old, and 
my mother was kneeling beside me at the living room 
couch. I had no idea of the impact of that 
decision or of God’s love for me. Hungry 
to grow, I read my Bible, learned 
to pray, listened respectfully to 
preaching, and read many books 
about well-known Christians. 

When I was a junior 
in college, my parents 
announced their call to 
the European country 
of Hungary, and I was 
thrilled. I was able to live 
with them for two years 
during their first term, and 
I really enjoyed Europe. 
I told my family that my 
dream would be to travel one 
day through Europe, helping 
missionaries improve their 
church music programs. Surely 
God would call me back there!

But God seemed slow in revealing His 
guidance. Already in my late twenties, I made this 
need a matter of regular prayer. The Lord brought a sermon 
recording to me at this time in which the preacher pointed 
out that Jesus called His disciples using the terms they 
knew well: “I will make you fishers of men.” Fishing had 
been a part of their lives for generations. This arrested my 
attention and led me to pray about doing a musical ministry 
specifically. I was fully aware that God had put music into 
my childhood, college, and graduate school experiences.

Later I attended a missions program at my church. At 
the end of the program, the pastor invited anyone who 
felt called to missions to come forward and stand on the 
platform so others could pray for them. I prayed earnestly 
for those people who went forward but was surprised when 
my sisters confronted me after the service. “Why didn’t 
YOU go forward, Ruth? We have been wondering.” That 
was the first time it dawned on me that others could see 
something that God had put in my heart all along.

Soon after, I took a missions trip to Romania to teach 
music. Then because the Lord seemed to be impressing 
China on my heart, I took a missions trip there as well. 
It was my first exposure to Asia, and I was overwhelmed 
by the number of people and how strange it felt to look 
different from everyone around me.
 
At the time, I worked at a restaurant. Although the Lord was 
teaching me many things through my secular work place, 
I kept missions before me as a regular matter of prayer. 
Surprisingly, my music pastor approached me about a need 

for a piano-teaching missionary in a Bible school in 
the Philippines. I really did not know a thing 

about this country, and my music pastor 
had no idea about the direction of my 

prayers.
 

After I arrived in Manila, I 
was astounded to observe 
firsthand how Bob Jones 
Memorial Bible College 
(BJMBC) affects the music 
programs of many churches 
as students take what 
they learn and use those 
skills in the various local 
churches. This was even 

better than the ambition 
I had for myself. I helped 

at BJMBC for four years 
as a short-term missionary, 

and God blessed me, but I still 
hesitated to make a decision about 

a full-time commitment. 
 

I am so thankful God gave me godly parents, 
who counseled me over all those years and encouraged 

me to walk by faith and step through the doors God kept 
opening for me. My pastor was kind enough to take time 
for me and make observations about what God was doing 
in my life. I also consulted with Dr. Patterson at GFA, who 
patiently answered my questions, helped me see that God 
was directing me to return, and prayed with me. 

Before the time came for me to announce my decision, I 
set aside time for prayer and fasting. I will never forget 
the afternoon I spent on the roof deck of my apartment 
building here in Manila. The Lord felt very near. Soon I 
became confident that this is where He wanted me to serve 
Him.
 
I discovered that God’s step-by-step guidance is far more 
intricate and wonderfully wise than the wished for bolt of 
lightning!
intricate and wonderfully wise than the wished for bolt of 
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“I DISCOVERED 

THAT GOD’S STEP-BY-

STEP GUIDANCE IS FAR 

MORE INTRICATE AND 

WONDERFULLY WISE 

THAN THE WISHED FOR 

BOLT OF LIGHTNING!”



87

By Bill Knipe
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It was a miracle! Big white words formed from the clouds 
in the sky. The words read, “The Knipes must go to South 
Africa.” Didn’t we wish knowing the Lord’s will was that 
easy? So, how did we determine that it was the Lord’s 
will to be missionaries, first to Zambia and then to South 
Africa? Such huge, life-changing decisions needed much 
more assurance than a simple inclination or fleeting 
desire. We wanted to know for sure that we were doing 
the Lord’s will. We did, yet there were no words written 
in clouds. Every believer can have this same assurance of 
the Lord’s will.

There are four ways, if bathed in prayer, that any believer 
can know God’s will with certainty.

First, seek God’s Word for His will. His Word has explicit 
statements concerning His will such as, “For this is the 
will of God, even your sanctification.” Still, we never 
found a verse saying “the Knipes must go to 
South Africa.” Instead, we found principles 
that helped us form some leanings 
toward God’s direction for us. Verses 
such as “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every 
creature” made us consider that 
we have a responsibility to world 
evangelism and discipleship. 

Second, seek godly counsel. 
Three times in the book of 
Proverbs, we are told that there 
is safety in the multitude of 
counselors. We talked to pastors, 
parents, and Christian friends. These 
were all people who knew us well and 
loved us enough to tell us even what we 
may not have wanted to hear. Although none 
of our counselors gave us a “Thus saith the Lord,” 
they all prayed with us and gave us counsel to consider. 
Our pastor encouraged us to pray differently than we 
had been praying. We were telling the Lord that we were 
willing to go if He called us to go, but until then we would 
stay and serve right here. Our pastor encouraged us to 
pray for the opposite – that is, that we were willing to stay 
if the Lord called us to stay, but until then we would plan 
on going. Each course of action required a call from the 
Lord, so both were valid ways of praying. 

Third, take note of providential circumstances. We know 
that God is sovereign and all things are under His control. 
We inspected the circumstances that the Lord ordained 
to see if they were indeed pointing us in a certain 
direction. We assessed our backgrounds, skills, abilities, 
finances, personalities, and desires to see where and how 
God might use us. If all we had were these providential 
circumstances, we could have easily misinterpreted 
them. David found himself in this predicament when 
he came across his enemy, King Saul. While running for 
his life, David and his men found Saul unawares. With 
Saul’s sword at his disposal and Saul’s vulnerability to his 
advantage, David had providential circumstances on his 
side – or did he? Even his men encouraged him that the 
Lord had brought Saul into his hands to kill. David would 
have utterly misinterpreted providential circumstances 
had he killed Saul. We could have made the same error if 
we had not considered these providential circumstances 

in light of the other ways of knowing God’s will. 
For us, God used a missions trip, a ministry 

need, compatibility with future team 
members, and a growing desire as His 

providential circumstances to help 
guide us. 

Finally, walk daily in the Spirit. 
Galatians 5:16 says that “if we live 
in the Spirit, let us also walk in the 
Spirit.” This final point brought 
the most comfort. We were not 
sure of the immediate future or of 

God’s timing for us. However, we 
were certain that if we kept walking 

in the Spirit daily, we would be in the 
Lord’s will daily. It was comforting to 

know that there was something we could 
do immediately and continually that would 

determine we would be in the center of God’s will 
in the months and years ahead. 

Every believer can have this same assurance of God’s will 
by prayerfully seeking God’s Word, seeking godly counsel, 
considering providential circumstances, and walking 
daily in the Spirit. 
considering providential circumstances, and walking 
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Is it really worth the time? This question has come up over the past few 
years of my involvement with the Parent Teacher Association of our 
neighborhood elementary school. As chairman of the association, 
I have to organize a variety of things, including regular meetings 
of the parents and an end-of-the-year school fair. At some times of 
the year, the hours invested into the PTA seem disproportionate to 
the number of witnessing opportunities gained. Is it really worth the 
time? 

After nine years of involvement, I can answer this question with a 
resounding yes! This past year we were again reminded how our 
investment of time is bearing fruit. One family is a prime example of 
why it is worth it. I had developed a good friendship with the father 
as well as with the mother. Frank had often helped with different 
tasks that had to be done for the school, and Maria had been on the 
PTA committee for some time. We had even had the opportunity to 
invite them to a banquet our church put on, and they actually came. 
We were thrilled! Frank even said he was interested in reading the 
New Testament, although he was not interested in a Bible study. This 
was a couple of years ago. 

This past year Frank left Maria for another woman. Maria is now a 
single mom. My wife and I have had repeated opportunities to help 
her with her kids as well as share the Gospel with her in depth. She is 
open and listening. She recently told us, “When I talk about religion 
with you, I get a completely different perspective than what I got at 
the Catholic Church.” Maria is not a believer yet, but she is listening, 
and one of her children is also attending our church’s children’s club. 
God is using us to share the light of the Gospel with this family. And 
all because we were willing to serve in the PTA. Apart from the PTA, 
we would not even know this dear family we have grown to love. 
The value of building long-standing relationships and maintaining 
a clear testimony for Christ is that you are already a trusted friend 
when the trials of life hit. This opens doors to share the Gospel at 
times when people are truly listening.

Is It Really 
Worth the Time?
Country: EUROPE
Written by Anonymous
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Online giving:
Gifts via credit card can be given on our website (gfamissions.org).

Giving by EFT:
For GFA to deduct a preauthorized amount from your bank 
account each month, complete the EFT Authorization Agreement 
(gfamission.org; “Giving”). A receipt of year-to-date giving will be 
sent twice a year. You can cancel/change the amount at any time.

Giving by Mail:
Checks should be made out to Gospel Fellowship Association 
and mailed to 1809 Wade Hampton Blvd, Ste 110, Greenville, 
SC 29609. Enclose a note indicating the ministry you are helping.
 
Planned Giving:
• Testamentary Bequest
• Life Insurance or Retirement Plan
• Charitable Gift Annuity
• Charitable Remainder Trust

Non-Cash Giving:
Contributions of stocks, bonds, and securities can be made to GFA.
Call GFA (864-609-5500) for information before you make your 
contribution. Always consult your attorney, tax advisor, or financial 
advisor for what is best for you since wise planning is important to take 
full advantage of the tax incentives allowed by the IRS.

GIVING TO GFA
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