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M
uch of the worldliness, pragmatism, and apathy among professing Christians today 
flows from a lack of faith in the power of the Gospel. Some churches refuse to 
insist on holiness to avoid offending lost people. Others design elaborate schemes 
and experiences to attract and retain congregants, displaying a preference for 

what “works” rather than what the Bible says. Furthermore, many believers never share 
the Gospel at all because they do not see immediate fruit. Though few would ever verbally 
express such doubts, these sins and failures display a heart of unbelief. Our actions too 
often reveal that we simply do not believe that the Gospel is sufficient. We either avoid 
evangelism completely, or we add our own tricks and methods so that our message will be 
smoother and easier to accept.

We need a restoration of our faith in the power of the Gospel! God has appointed the simple, 

clear, faithful, and fervent preaching and sharing of the Gospel as the means by which He 

will save sinners and build the Church of Christ. We must believe—with an unshakeable 

confidence—that it is still the “power of God” (Romans 1:16). We must treasure the truth 

that Christ is mighty to save! We must grow in our commitment to tell the “old, old story” 

and expect—truly expect—that God will save.

This issue of Sowing and Reaping will deepen your faith in the power of the Gospel and 

stir you to proclaim it faithfully. The authors share testimonies of God’s power to provide 

evangelistic opportunities, even in difficult circumstances, His power to produce fruit, 

even when we do not see it, and His power to transform lives gripped and blinded by sin. 

May these stories drive us to our knees to plead for more displays of God’s power, and 

may they move us to use our own voices to ring out the joyful sound that Jesus saves!
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T
he Gospel’s transforming power in the 
hearts of individual people will always 
be one of the great joys of the ministry. 
Helen Stevens and Stephanie Marnoch 

demonstrated this miraculous transforming power 
when they were saved to serve with vibrancy for 
their Savior.

Helen Stevens

Before we met, Helen Stevens was heavily 

chained to drugs to ease her mind from fear. 

She also saw a psychiatrist who prescribed other 

medications which did not help her. When her 

doctor increased his rates, he told her, “I don’t 

think you will be able to afford me anymore; I 

think you should go to church.” Helen testified, “I 

felt so useless and unloved, so I began attending 

a large urban ministry in my neighborhood.”

Filled with dissatisfaction and fear, Helen 

continued drinking and smoking pot. For some 

reason, however, she decided to turn on a 

Christian radio station. Soon she listened from 

morning to night and came under conviction 

of sin. She realized that what she was listening 

to on the radio did not coincide with what 

she heard at her liberal church. One night she 

heard our radio program and decided to attend 

Heritage Baptist Church. The first Sunday she 

came, the Lord saved her and set her free. She 

believed in Christ’s substitutionary death and 

bodily resurrection and became a new creation 

in Jesus Christ. Helen said of that day, “I felt the 

Lord’s hand upon me, and He touched my heart 

to live for Him. Now I know I am loved and useful 

in Jesus Christ.”

 

For the next 20 years, Helen became one of the 

most dedicated Christians I have ever met. A 

woman of prayer and the Word of God, Helen 

also never missed a service at our church. She 

had a burden for souls, and she distributed more 

gospel tracts than anyone I personally knew. She 

taught Sunday school and served the Lord any 

way she could.

Stephanie Marnoch

Stephanie’s mother was an alcoholic, her father 

neglected her, and her stepfather abused her. 

In spite of this, “Stef” helped raise her younger 

sisters, worked her way through college, and 

married a great guy, Jamie. Then something 
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“THAT VERSE TOLD 
ME THAT GOD 

HIMSELF LOVED ME, 
AND NO CHURCH 

WAS NEEDED AS AN 
INTERMEDIARY.”

BY

4

happened which changed her life. Stef was diagnosed 

with lupus. Over the next 34 years, she had 12 back 

surgeries, 2 hip replacements, 2 knee replacements, 

stage IV cancer which led to a right facial re-section, 

and her left leg amputated. Those are the major things! 

She suffered countless pneumonias, 

hospitalizations, and many 

fractures caused by long-term 

steroids. Her life was governed by 

doctor appointments, hospitals, 

and pain.

In the midst of her years of 

illness, Jamie was saved through 

our church radio broadcast. Stef 

thought he had lost his mind 

and threatened to divorce him. 

He would “imprison” her in the 

car by locking the doors when he 

was pumping gas while turning on 

Christian radio programs! That is 

how he got Stef to first listen to the Gospel! Because 

Stef was a Roman Catholic, in her mind she would 

never change. 

God was at work through her trials. She broke her back 

in four places and was in the hospital for months. With 

lots of time to think and barely move, she laid in her bed 

in one spot. Outside her hospital window she watched 

the seasons change and people coming and going in 

their cars. She even knew the cars each doctor drove 

by looking out at the parking lot. Most importantly, 

Stef listened to a lot of recorded sermons. She began 

to question her religious beliefs, and Jamie just kept 

sharing the Gospel with her. God finally used the 

most well-known verse in the Bible 

to open her eyes: John 3:16. Stef 

said, “That verse told me that God 

Himself loved me, and no church 

was needed as an intermediary. 

That verse was a spiritual ‘Eureka!’ 

moment for me. I just ‘got it’—that 

Jesus died for my sins, and wow, 

what a humbling concept it was 

to really understand the sacrifice 

He gave for little, insignificant me!” 

After her salvation, Stef and Jamie 

came to our church and served 

God continually in wonderful ways. 

Stef took meticulous minutes for our 

church business meetings and loved teaching the 

children of our church. 

During the past pandemic both Helen and Stef went to 

be with the Lord. How we miss them, but we remember 

the amazing transforming power of the Gospel in their 

lives. I know that they are both happy in the presence of 

the One who loved them more than any man ever will! 
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S
ome Christians are viewed as 

having a natural/spiritual “gift of 

evangelism.” Others, who may 

not consider themselves to be 

numbered among these “gifted” few, may 

tend to feel somewhat dismissed from 

the responsibility of actively pursuing 

evangelistic opportunities on a daily basis. 

Some probably shy away from evangelism 

because they feel inadequate, lack sufficient 

theological training, or do not possess an 

outgoing personality. Yet Scripture affirms 

that every true believer is compelled 

and equipped to share Christ’s love 

with others. Even if the available time 

is limited, the circumstance or interest of 

the hearer are not ideal, Christ’s love can 

be shared and the gospel seed planted. 

The Lord will be faithful to send another 

along the lost person’s path to water, 

another to cultivate, and yet another 

to harvest.

This past Thanksgiving a Hispanic man 

called me to ask if he could come by 

and talk. As we sat in my living room, 

he said, “On this day of Thanksgiving, I 

decided that I would seek you out and 

thank you for being the first one to tell me 

about the salvation that is found in Jesus 

Christ. Soon after I met you, I returned 

to Guatemala, but God did not leave me 

alone. He kept sending others into my life 

to water the seed you planted until the day 

when I finally received Christ as my Savior. 

Thank you, Brother Mark, for being faithful 

with the Gospel and for being the one who 

planted the seed in my heart!” Wow, 15 

years had passed since my original witness, 

and I was totally unaware of what the Lord 

had done until the man came to visit me 

that memorable Thanksgiving afternoon 

in my home.

Another example goes back close to 10 

years, when I was visiting an unsaved 

friend at his place of employment on a 

weekly basis to water the gospel seed 

planted years before. Often a couple of 

his coworkers would stand with him on 

the opposite side of the retail counter to 

listen and mock my message. The day 

came when the store closed, and although 

I continued working with my friend, the 

contact with his coworkers was lost. My 

friend has yet to be saved. Recently, to 

my surprise, I received a text message 

from one of the coworkers. “Hi Mark, this 

is the man who worked with your friend 

at the store. Just wanted to thank you for 

caring so much for others…including me. 

I’m going to be baptized this Sunday, and 

I just wanted to thank you very much for 

being a part of bringing me to our Savior.” 

What a thrill to be present at his baptism 

and hear his story of how he was finally 

led to saving faith in Christ through the 

further witness of a man who lived in the 

mountains in northern South Carolina. My 

new brother in Christ has since also started 

to witness to my unsaved friend. What a 

wonderful testimony of how God can use 

one to plant and another to water and reap!

Soulwinning is God’s work, not ours. 

Sometimes He will use us to reap a harvest 

by leading a sinner to Christ. Sometimes 

God will use us to speak a few words 

which will plant the seed or cultivate it. 

Even if a sinner does not believe when 

the seed is planted or watered, each step 

is successful when faithfully performed. 

Ultimately God is the soulwinner, but He 

is pleased to use His children to do the 

legwork in planting the seed.

We do not become effective gospelizing 

tools in God’s hands just by taking a 

semester-long college course on the 

subject, although this can be helpful. Our 

ability to tell someone about salvation’s 

message effectively does not hinge only 

on how many verses we know or how many 

apologetic answers we have prepared to 

answer the myriad number of questions he 

or she might ask. All of us can be useful 

evangelistic tools in God’s hands. The 

method we use is not as important as the 

person we are. Let’s be true believers in the 

power of Christ to save and transform and 

to use all of us to be His soulwinning tools.
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1 CORINTHIANS 3:6-7  SAYS, 
“I HAVE PLANTED, APOLLOS 
WATERED; BUT GOD GAVE THE 
INCREASE. SO THEN NEITHER 
IS HE THAT PLANTETH ANY 
THING, NEITHER HE THAT 
WATERETH; BUT GOD THAT 
GIVETH THE INCREASE.”



I just remember thinking, “This is an impossible 

mission—Muslim, restricted access country, and 

endless paperwork to get there and stay there.” 

But arguing with God about hardness and 

impossibilities just doesn’t work. He reminded me, 

nothing is impossible with God. So my husband 

and I set out to do the impossible with God, and 

it was thrilling!

We met A on the bus, traveling to another country 

for that endless paperwork I mentioned. We talked 

about our mutual interest and experiences in our 

adopted country. Then we stopped at a rest stop 

and bought a treat for her son. We sang songs 

with her mama and the bus passengers. Finally, 

we exchanged phone numbers and hugged as 

we got off the bus six hours later. Many, many 

texts, letters, visits, and years later we went our 

separate ways—except for the love we share over 

the internet.

It was a lovely evening for a walk in the park by 

the seaside. We met our new friends as they were 

strolling with their toddler, conversing in another 

language, and we started asking questions. We 

had both recently arrived in this country, and both 

of us were desperately in need of a friend. We 

promised to meet later. We met for meals, outings, 

babysitting, and even took a class together. We 

met mamas, daddies, cousins, sisters, until we felt 

very much a part of the family. They have moved 

to another country and so have we. But we long 

to be together again and continue to share the 

love and respect we have for each other.

He had cancer. He was our neighbor. He had never 

been overly friendly, but when he went to the 

hospital, we visited regularly. A flood of gratitude 

and appreciation followed after he returned home. 

We were welcomed in his home anytime, and the 

love we continue to share is sweet.
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“HE WAS SMART, WORLDLY, 
AND UNGODLY. NO TIME FOR 
THAT ‘GOD FOOLISHNESS.’”

“WHAT A PRIVILEGE TO 
BE THAT MESSENGER 

FROM GOD OF SO MUCH 
HOPE AND LOVE!”
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H
is name was Awesome, and he was. He is in heaven now, so 

I don’t think he will mind my sharing his story. He was smart, 

worldly, and ungodly. No time for that “God foolishness.” But he 

grew old and very sick. A Christian visited him, and Awesome 

reached out for the lifeline and was saved. Now he didn’t have much 

time left, but he committed to coming to Randall’s Bible class. He was 

faithful. He brought friends. I called him our Samaritan woman because 

his friends were definitely NOT used to this Christian stuff. He took us 

out to eat on our last Sunday with him, and cried. So did we. 

There are so many more stories I could share. God just makes you 

cross paths with specific people, and you know He is working in their 

hearts! We stay in touch via the internet with these loved ones. All are 

from a Muslim background. All graciously listened to the Good News. 

All continue to be objects of our prayers for God’s good work to be 

accomplished in them.

It is exciting to walk through our door. It is exciting to meet people and be 

Christlike to those who would never ever have the chance to experience 

that love, compassion, kindness, and caring unless we show it. What a 

privilege to be that messenger from God of so much hope and love!
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P
eople who are confident in 

the power of the Gospel 

will proclaim it. They will be 

burdened for the Gospel to 

spread to the world. But experience 

teaches us that our confidence in the 

power of the Gospel wanes at times. 

Fear of man, timidity, and apathy 

may hinder us. These attitudes are 

rooted in a lack of faith in the power 

of the Gospel to save sinners—not 

in creed, but in conviction. Weak 

faith cannot sustain a passion to 

make disciples. 

How can it be that born-again 

Christians, having experienced the 

saving power of redemption, lack 

faith in that same power to save 

others? Lack of faith in the Gospel’s 

power comes to take root in our 

hearts for various reasons:

1) We fail to see visible fruit 

from evangelism that meets our 

expectations.

 

2) We experience apathy, aggressive 

resistance, or even persecution from 

those we seek to reach.

 

3) We see some who profess Christ 

fall away.

These and other disappointments 

affect our motivation to keep 

witnessing for Christ in hope. We 

need a simple starting point for 

recovery of lost active faith in the 

power of the Gospel—prayer!

Prayer for the harvest reminds us of 

the truths of the Gospel, of God’s 

saving purposes, of His love and 

power, of His grace and mercy, and 

of His sovereignty. It recalibrates 

our hearts to match God’s heart. 

Jesus commanded His disciples to 

pray for the spiritual harvest and 

for laborers to enter that harvest 

(Matthew 9:36-38).

Prayer for unbelieving friends and 

loved ones reminds us of God’s 

purpose to use us to bring some 

around us to Himself (see the Great 

Commission passages). Intercession 

keeps the flame of the burden for 

eternal souls lit in our hearts (Jude 

22-23). 

Prayer for the lost reminds us about 

the spiritual war all around us, what 

is at stake when we proclaim Christ. 

It reminds us we are soldiers and that 

our Commander intends to enable 

us to bring Him glory (Ephesians 

6:10-20).

In John 15, Jesus gives us the 

permission to pray in faith, asking 

for fruit in the gospel advance. Jesus 

reminds us of the expectation of 

fruitfulness if we pray in His name. 

We must lay such Scriptures before 

God, reinforcing our faith and hope 

in the power of the Gospel.

Prayer for souls evidences our 

longing for God’s glory to be 

seen through new worshipers 

transformed by the power of His 

grace (2 Corinthians 4:15). Prayer 

is used by God to sustain the flame 

of faith in the power of the Gospel.

Following his profound explanation 

of our riches in Christ, God’s lavish 

grace towards us, and our oneness in 

Christ, Paul wrote of our stewardship 

of the message of God’s revealed 

mystery, the Gospel, in Ephesians 

3. He says this of our access to God 

in prayer through Jesus Christ our 

Lord:

“in whom we have boldness and 

access with confidence through our 

faith in him” (v. 12).

And after showing us our need to 

pray for spiritual strengthening in 

Christ, Paul says, “Now to him who is 

able to do far more abundantly than 

all that we ask or think, according 

to the power at work within us, 

to him be glory in the church 

and in Christ Jesus throughout 

all generations, forever and ever. 

Amen” (vv. 20-21). [All Scripture 

references in this article are taken 

from the ESV.]  

Praying Christians will maintain faith 

in the power of the Gospel, for prayer 

will embolden them. They will be 

expectant as they are reminded that 

gospel proclamation is all about God 

and His purposes. Their confidence 

will be in God, not their own efforts. 

They will see God at work in and 

through them for His glory. 



• Medical missions teams  (2 WEEKS)

• Medical missions internships  (6-9 WEEKS)

• Short-term medical missions  (2 YEARS)

• Career medical missions
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1. BEQUESTS MADE THROUGH YOUR 
WILL OR YOUR ESTATE CAN INCLUDE:
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•  If you are over 70 1/2, you can make a gift directly to 
GFA from your IRA and reduce your taxable income.

You can create a lasting legacy in missions through 

planned giving to the GFA Missionary Care Endowment.

Make an Impact for Eternity

Please contact GFA if you have questions about legacy 
giving. We will be glad to assist you as you seek to 
steward the resources the Lord has given to you.
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Return Service Requested

Jon Crocker, missionary 
to Mexico, was appointed 
by the Board in May 2022.

“Jon possesses infectious compassion 

for the lost and preaches with 

an authority that stirs hearts. He 

is GFA: deeply committed to its 

fundamentalist heritage, its philosophy 

of missions, its missionaries, and 

its faithful, loyal supporters.” 

Dr. Mark Minnick - Pastor and  

Vice President of the GFA Board

GFA Welcomes its
New Executive Director

Jon and Andrea transitioned to 
Greenville, SC, at the end of August.
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