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From the

DIRECTOR’S DESK
Over the years of ministry, I have come to a firm understanding
that gospel ministry consists not just in the training I may have
received or the method I use but, more importantly, in yielding
back to the Lord the person He created me to be.
God made us exactly the way He deemed best. He places us
geographically exactly where He wants us to live. He takes us
through unique experiences to mold us as special instruments of His
choosing. He places us in those positions of society where we can be
His brightest light. He provides us with the contacts and relationships
He wants us to reach. He also gives us interests and abilities to be used
as channels to fulfill His purposes. Therefore, serving Jesus Christ can most
easily be defined as the obedient action of a believer taking the Gospel to his
world through the natural web of contacts that God has uniquely arranged for
him and using his God-given gifts and talents to accomplish it.
As followers of Jesus Christ, we are all compelled to answer two questions: First,
“What is in your hand?” Our answers here allow each of us to acknowledge
that He has uniquely prepared and gifted us individually for service. How can
your computer skills, medicine, art, aviation, carpentry, etc., be used to spread
salvation’s message? The second question our Lord would ask of us is, “Where
will you go?” Answering this one provides us with the opportunity to yield
those gifts back to Him and respond with action.
Peter, in his first letter to the church, tells us that we need to use our God-given
abilities with diligence, whether in teaching God’s Word or in giving practical
help to others (see 1 Peter 4:10-11). Above all, we must work as stewards of
the gifts given to us so that we can bring praise and glory to Him and extend
His kingdom unto the ends of the earth.
What is in your hand?
Where will YOU go?
Sincerely,

Mark Batory, Executive Director
GFAMISSIONS.ORG
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Hand?

WHAT’ S I N
YOU R

AN URGENT CALL FOR

A

LABORERS

hoe and rake—these are the tools
Robert Moffat held in his hand.
Loving to get his hands dirty to
maintain a beautifully arranged
and manicured garden, Moffat was also
a teenager and a growing Christian when
God arrested his attention with a placard
announcing a missionary meeting. Memories
of Moravian missionary stories his mother
had read came flooding back as he stood
before the placard. He describes the
transformation that happened on
the spot: “My thoughts became
entirely occupied with the
inquiry of how I could serve
the missionary cause. No
Missionary Society would
receive me. I had never
been to college or at an
academy.” 1 Moffat went to
that missionary meeting,
talked afterward with
Mr. Roby, the missionary
s p e a k e r, a n d r i g h t a w a y
asked to join Roby’s mission
society. The society rejected him,
saying they were obligated to take
the most promising applicants.
Convinced God was calling him, Moffat
persisted (as did Mr. Roby), and eventually,
the London Missionary Society accepted him
despite his lack of academic training. This
gardener, though lacking higher education,
went on to establish a church and missionary
hub at Kuruman in the south of Africa. He
taught the people how to irrigate and farm,
but more importantly, he also preached the
Gospel and taught them the Word. They did
not have the Word in their language, so he
learned their language, translated the Bible,
established a printing press, and planted a
church that functions to this day.
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In contrast to Moffat, Henry Martyn was a
Cambridge University graduate. In his hand
was the top scholar award and books in
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. Challenged by
his missions-minded pastor and the writings of David Brainerd, Martyn determined
to use his language skills for reaching the
lost in the Muslim and Hindu worlds. This
meant leaving behind the woman he loved
(her parents would not release her for a
missionary life) and facing a ministry
of Muslim hostility. He died at the
a g e o f 2 9 i n Tu r k e y, b u t n o t
before he had translated the
New Testament into Urdu
and Persian.
With her tool, a drawing
pen, Lilias Trotter knew
how to produce some of
the finest art of her day.
The leading British art
critic, John Ruskin, took
her under his tutelage and
trained her to the height of
the profession. The crisis came in
1879 when she and her mother went
to stay with Mr. Ruskin for personalized
training. When he told her in glowing terms
the brilliant future that could be hers if she
gave herself entirely to art, she knew she
had to decide: “I see clear as daylight now
that I cannot dedicate myself to painting
in the way that he means and continue
to seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness.” 2 Convinced God was calling
her to reach the Muslim people, she applied
to the North Africa Mission, but for health
reasons, she was rejected. Undaunted, she
and two friends went unconnected with a
mission to Algiers and began a ministry
that extended 40 years. She learned Arabic
and wrote tracts. She also conscientiously
kept a daily journal for decades, recording
what God was teaching her and how He

was working in the unplowed fields of Islam.
Using her drawing and water-color skills, she
captured the stunning vistas of mountain,
desert, and oasis that so contrasted with her
native England.
Old shoes and the tools to repair them—these
were in W illiam Carey’s hand. The humble
work of a cobbler provided a subsistence
income for him and his family. But God knew
he had better gifts and opened doors for
Carey that revealed those skills. Carey’s
persistent challenge to his pastor friends
about the necessity of obedience to the
Great Commission finally resulted in the
establishment of the Baptist Mission Society
with Carey as its first missionary. The poor
cobbler became the man considered to be
the “father of modern missions.” One can
still visit the cramped room where Carey
cobbled and sold secondhand shoes and
handle Carey’s workbench and tools. One
can also visit a museum in Serampore, India,
and see all 40 of his Bible translations into
the various indigenous languages.
J. O. Fraser had a slide rule and piano
in his hands. He used the slide rule as a
skillful engineer; he played the piano as a
skillful musician. How does a piano-playing
missionary use such a tool when ministering
to the Lisu tribal people in the mountains of
southern China? He uses a portable organ!
Fraser shared his passion for music among
the music-loving Lisu, and they developed
amazing skills. When a missionary with OMF
(CIM in Fraser’s day) visited those mountain
people decades after Fraser’s ministry, they
sent the worker away with a rousing rendition
of the “Hallelujah” chorus! The technical side
of Fraser enabled him to develop an alphabet
for these illiterate people, an alphabet still
in use, and called the “Fraser Alphabet.”
1
2

From all appearances to mission executives,
Gladys Aylward was empty-handed. But
God knew better. Though not highly skilled
technically or academically, she did have
the ability to relate to the lowly and needy,
work hard, care for orphans, and learn the
Chinese language, despite earlier rejection
by CIM for not making acceptable progress
in Chinese.
Dr. John Dreisbach’s tools were a scalpel
and a suture. A well-trained surgeon, Dr.
Dreisbach, could almost work miracles as he
developed special techniques for repairing
the deformed limbs of lepers. Serving as
a medical missionary among the mostly
nomadic Africans of the Sahara, he used
his medical tools to open the door for the
Gospel, which he preached to all who came. A
brilliant man, working in extremely primitive
situations, Dr. D. could not express frequently
or eloquently enough how much he loved
being a missionary. His were “gifted hands.”
The skills and tools of these men and women
differed widely, but they had one thing in
common—a passion for serving the Lord as
missionaries. How are you using what God
put in your hand?

By Alan Patterson
Regional Director for Europe,
Africa, and the Middle East

John S. Moffat, The Lives of Robert and Mary Moffat, 12 ed. (London: T. Fisher Unwin, n.d.), 13.
Patricia St. John, Until the Day Breaks (1990; reprint, Carlisle, U.K.: Paternoster Publishing, 1997), 17-18.

4

WHERE WILL

G

You

od has revealed in Scripture the
heart-thrilling destination to
which history advances according
to His sovereign plan: God will be
all in all (1 Corinthians 15:28). Today, most
oppose Him, but one day, every tongue
will confess “that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father” (Philippians
2:11). Many will confess unwillingly and be
condemned to hell. Yet, in mercy, through
the work of Jesus, God will rescue from the
nations an innumerable multitude who will
glorify Him forever as Lord and Redeemer.
We will sing to the Lamb who “redeemed us
to God by [His] blood out of every kindred,
and tongue, and people, and nation” (Revelation 5:9). The church’s mission is to press
toward this goal, proclaiming the offer of
pardon and peace with God through Christ.
Through the preaching of the Gospel, God
is calling out from the nations “a people for
his name” (Acts 15:14).
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GO?

God is carrying history toward
this certain destination. A r e y o u
o n b o a r d ? H a v e y o u prayerfully
contemplated your part in extending
the Gospel to the nations? God still asks:
“Whom shall I send?” (Isaiah 6:8). Consider
four reasons to give your heart and life to
this great cause, that God may be all in all.
Consider what Jesus expects of you
(Matthew 28:19–20): Jesus did not leave
involvement in the Great Commission to our
discretion. He continues to issue His binding
command to every believer in Matthew 28:19:
make disciples of all nations. Every Christian
shares this responsibility and must pursue,
by some means, the salvation of the lost and
the establishment of churches in all nations.
There are countless individual roles
to play in the fulfillment of the
Great Commission. By God’s
grace, may He awaken in us
a renewed love for Jesus
and longing to obey His
command.
Consider what Jesus can
do with you: Our Lord
delights to use unlikely tools
to build His church. God chose
the foolish and the weak to
confound the great (1 Corinthians
1:27). The apostles were not “great
finds” in themselves. They were rather
a hodgepodge of the most improbable
prospects. But look at what Jesus did
through them! When Paul arrived in Ephesus
in Acts 19, he found about twelve disciples
with significant doctrinal shortcomings (Acts
19:1–7). What did Jesus do, beginning in
Ephesus, with these confused disciples?
Within two years, all the province of Asia
heard the word of the Lord (Acts 19:10). Or,
consider how He has spread the Gospel in
recent months, with so many of His messengers locked down, preaching to webcams
because of COVID-19. There is no limit to
what Jesus can do. Don’t you long to be an
instrument in the hands of a Savior as He is?
If you feel weak, unworthy, and unsuitable,
rejoice! If you think you have very little to
offer, then offer it to Jesus. There is no limit
to what He can do with it.

Consider what Jesus can be to you: First,
there is joy in His gracious calling. Paul
marveled that to him, “less than the least of
all saints,” this grace—this favor—had been
given, that he “should preach among the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ”
(Ephesians 3:7–9, cf. 1 Timothy 1:12–14).
Those who minister the Gospel find deep,
worshipful joy in the immense contrast
between the condemnation that we deserve
and the privilege that Jesus has given us
by grace. There is also joy in His faithful
presence. God’s people frequently testify
that their experience of Jesus’ presence
and power often increases when earthly
supports and comforts fail (cf. 2 Corinthians
12:7–10). He promised to be with us until the
end (Matthew 28:20). Those who abandon
everything except Christ find their
everything in Christ. Would you
consider forsaking all, to find, by
faith, inexpressible joy in the
grace and presence of Christ?
Consider what the world
needs from you (Romans
10:14): God does not need
missionaries or preachers.
But, oh, how this perishing
world does! The questions of
Romans 10:14 have lingered for
two millennia, searching our hearts,
haunting our consciences, and awakening within us the compassion of Christ for
a lost, sad, sinful, helpless, hopeless, and
condemned world:“and how shall they believe
in him of whom they have not heard? and
how shall they hear without a preacher?”
Paul’s inspired point is undeniable: they
cannot, and they will not. They must hear
and believe, or they will perish eternally. Do
these questions stir our hearts? Do they stir
your heart? Think of the plight of billions
who not only have never heard but also have
no chance to hear, because there is no one
to tell them.
Pray over these motivations, and
seek God’s grace to offer sincerely,
“Here am I. Send me.”

By Jon Crocker
Regional Director for the
Americas and the Caribbean
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A GLIMPSE INTO DR. BOB’S HEART FOR MISSIONS
Adapted from an Interview with Dr. Bob Jones III

I

n the Great Commission Jesus commands His
disciples to go, teach all nations, baptize them,
and disciple them. Dr. Bob Jones recently met
with GFA’s leadership to discuss a special burden
he has for people from all walks of life to be a part of
missions. Sarah Hartwig interviewed Dr. Bob to learn
more about what he has in mind. (Sarah’s comments
appear in bold type.)

Unsaved people in just about any culture want their
children to learn English, because to them, it is the
key to success in the global economy. Two outstanding
examples come to mind. One school in India had
500 students, and another in Myanmar enrolled 900.
Students are taught the Gospel, and when they get
saved, they often take the truth home with them. The
children become the evangelists!

Missions obviously requires evangelism, church planting,
and discipleship. That is at the core. But as the world
changes and borders and political climates shift, we
are wise to consider new opportunities. We must find
ways to adapt our focus to include people who want to
serve but may not have a preaching gift. For example,
a lady might consider medical outreaches, orphanages,
women’s ministries, teaching, or even starting a
school. There are countless ways that people
could come alongside a church planter and
expand the outreach of his efforts by using
various gifts that contribute to the whole.

I think the beauty of teaching is that it is such
a direct platform for sharing the Gospel versus
an avenue where people are working with their
hands. These are exciting examples. I recently met
a 40-year-old lady with amazing skills in art that she
wanted to use in an evangelistic way in a foreign
country. I would like GFA to be known as a
place where people such as this lady could
come and say, “Could you help me
fulfill my dream to serve the Lord
overseas with the talent God has
put in my hand?”

To put it in New Testament terms,
would you say these folks are more
like Priscilla and Aquila? Yes. Moses
was told by God to consider what he
had in his hand. What do you already
have? What are you currently doing?
You start with what you have in your
hand. There are people who have
computer skills, mechanical skills, or
entrepreneurship skills of various kinds.
They go because they love souls and the
Great Commission mandate. They want to serve
in missions.
God does not necessarily want every American to
use his gifts in America. Where is that person’s
heart? If it is for the Lord’s work to be done, and
for people to get saved, there can be a place on the
foreign field for that individual. I want GFA to be a
first thought that comes to the minds of these people.
I want them to think, “Maybe GFA would be open
to helping me get connected to a missionary family
where I could use my gifts. Perhaps I could go as a
tentmaker and employ in my business some of the
national church people who desperately need work.”
And you are not limiting this to Restricted Access
Nations? No, anywhere. Any city. Anywhere in the
world. But I think the benefit is enhanced if they are
in the less industrialized regions or where it is harder
for people to make a living. I am a big believer in
English language teaching because I have seen it work
successfully. English can be a door, a key, because it is
the language of aviation, travel, medicine, and business.
It is like the Greek language that opened Europe and
Asia to the Gospel in Paul’s time.
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Do you find as you are in
churches that there would
be many people interested
in this? I do. I think particularly men and women who
have had a career already and
are in their mid-life would be
interested in this. For example,
I think of a guy who spends 20
years in military service. He’s
okay financially, and he can start
a second career. That’s the kind of
person (perhaps in his early 40s) who
would have a monthly income. He could
go anywhere in the world and make a difference.
If we had a room full of people, how would you
challenge us to risk and spend our lives given the
opportunities we have? Mission teams are the thing
to do when you are in high school or college. Go on
these teams with this idea ahead of time: “I’m not just
going for a cultural experience, to broaden my horizons,
to check things out. I am going with the possibility in
mind that my future might be based on what I see this
summer.” I would like to see young people go with a
“this could be me” mentality.
God doesn’t want everybody in the pulpit. If you
know He doesn’t want you in the pulpit, then find your
pulpit. I want people to see GFA as a ready resource
for them. I want them to say, “There’s a mission board
who understands.” I want us to be known as a resource
that can help them to go somewhere in the world as a
servant of Jesus Christ with the unique gifts God has
given them. They could stay here and make a good
living, but that is not what life is about. We are looking
for people like that!

GFA’S PROGRAMS,

THE MECHANISM
FOR GOING

Y

our daughter, a junior in high school, tells
you one day, “I’d like to be a family nurse
practitioner.” God put this desire in her
heart through an extended hospital stay
of her younger brother. You see her compassion for
people and her ability in science, so you advise her
to go to nursing school. Following that, she will need
to take the NCLEX, become an RN, practice for a few
years, and then go on to graduate school in either
an online or residence program to earn her family
nurse practitioner degree. This is a typical pathway
to achieve her goal.

When it comes to pursuing career missions, the
pathway often doesn’t seem to be as clear. A young
person may dedicate himself to the Lord’s service
at camp one summer. He feels the Lord stirring him
about people who have never heard the Gospel.
Is there a next step to exploring what God would
have for him? A pathway to career missions? While
mission board recruiters, pastors, and parents do
not persuade people to be missionaries, we can
provide opportunities for people to explore whether
God is indeed directing them toward missions and
confirm in their hearts the missionary call. Simply
put, GFA defines the missionary call as “a personal
conviction, based on God’s Word and peace in the
heart, a sense of the need and one’s fitness for
meeting the need, and the confirmation of mature
believers that one should serve a particular people
in a missionary capacity.”
GFA’s Teens in Missions (TM) and Strategic Internship Program (SIP) are designed to provide initial
experiences on the pathway to career missions. TM
exposes a dedicated Christian teen (ages 17 and
older) to life and ministry on the missionary field
under a veteran missionary for two to four weeks. SIP
lengthens the time up to nine weeks and focuses on
the mentoring experience a veteran missionary can
provide to college students. Often these trips are

the first time a young person has traveled outside
the United States, and they open a person’s eyes
to the need for the Gospel people in a particular
country have.
GFA’s Short-Term program allows a college graduate
to take the next step towards career missions and
explore his or her “fitness for meeting the need.” This
program focuses on a specific ministry goal, such as
assisting missionaries with homeschooling, teaching
in a Bible institute or seminary, working in a camp
ministry, or using medical skills evangelistically for
a longer time frame (six months to two years). Many
people use this experience to settle that God is
indeed calling them to a specific field and ministry.
GFA’s Medical Missions program allows those serving
in the workforce as healthcare professionals to
participate in two-week trips that aid church planters in
making new contacts through medical evangelism.
This exposure to missions could also be a means God
uses to direct a person to career missions.
GFA’s TM, SIP, and ST programs provide customizable avenues to confirm a person’s call to missions,
whether in a Restricted Access Nation under GFA’s
Professionals International tentmaking program or
in a more open country as a traditional
career missionary.

By Sarah Hartwig
Administrator of
Communications & Events
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PRAYING
BIBLICALLY
for your missionary.
The Prayer Famine
By Forrest McPhail

A firm commitment to faith and obedience to the Scriptures historically
results in a passion for fulfilling the Great Commission. Prayer for laborers
and intercession for the lost express this passion. Obedient prayer becomes
a spiritual spark—fuel that ignites and sustains the advance of the Gospel.
God has long blessed Bible-believing churches in the U.S.A. with the
precious privilege of praying, giving, and going to make disciples of all
nations. Many thousands have been sent during the last two centuries,
resulting in countless disciples and local churches.
In 2020, however, we face a harsh reality: far fewer young men and women
commit themselves to serve Christ as “separated unto the Gospel.” Far
fewer now commit themselves to cross-cultural missions. Missions agencies
have seen a sharp decline in the numbers of those going for the sake of
His Name. The present missionary force is aging without many Gospel
laborers to replace them.
Where does the blame lie? Weak preaching? Cultural shift? Erosion of
sound doctrine? A weakening economy? The last days? But our partnering
churches maintain a commitment to sound doctrine and the battle against
sin and the world. Church history teaches that economics do not really
affect missions. Why then are so few going?
Recently I sent a survey to over one hundred churches. I asked whether the
church held a prayer meeting each week, or if they emphasized corporate
prayer in any of their services. Most of the churches did neither. Brothers
and sisters, a prayer famine ravages many of our churches!
In His sovereignty God has, in some ways, bound His working to the prayers
of His people. Jesus commanded us: “Pray ye the Lord of the harvest, that
He would send forth laborers into His harvest” (Matthew 9:38). How much
earnest prayer goes up to God’s throne from your church? How often do
you pray for laborers to reach your county or city? How often have you
prayed that God would send laborers to those gospel-parched places
of the world? Prayer shortage leads to labor shortage; abundant prayer
leads to abundant labor. Obey the Lord in prayer, and be an instrument
of His in seeing laborers enter His harvest!
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A young family finished deputation and arrived on the field, excited about their new assignment
and the ministry opportunities before them. They knew that the road ahead had many challenges
and were confident that their mission board would support them in every possible way. They
barely commenced language study and in-depth acculturation when they learned that their
seasoned co-workers would not be returning. Then came the news from home that a family
member was diagnosed with a serious illness. As the pressures increased, it was their regional
director who came alongside to provide counsel, prayer support, strategy options, and friendship.
They were not alone.

GFA’s regional directors have been tasked with developing a deep personal knowledge of each
missionary through regular visits, teamwork, fellowship on the field, and wise counsel born out
of their own tested experience. The potential for encouraging missionaries is great—but it
takes money to make it happen.

Would you consider giving to enhance missionary care?
Your gift will directly impact the 39 missionary units in Europe, Africa, and the Middle
East; the 40 missionary units in Asia, Australia, and Oceania; and the 39 missionary
units serving in the Americas and the Caribbean.

Give to the Missionary Care Fund.

gfamissions.org/give
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