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Few subjects under the general category of “Missions” are given so much
attention yet persist with so much uncertainty as that of the “Call of God.”
I have heard it stated that the call of God can be defined simply as the
means by which God reveals His special purpose for the life of a believer.
Because God uses different means of revealing His purpose to missionary
candidates, I am often asked, “How can I know God’s will for my life?” If so
much interest exists in this subject and if so many Christians are honestly seeking
to know God’s will, why is there still so much difficulty in discerning God’s call? How can
people be sure of that special purpose and place for which God has prepared them?
This divine direction does not come as a lightning bolt from the sky but usually through a
gentle moving of God’s Spirit through unique circumstances brought into a believer’s life.
There are certain elements that God consistently uses when revealing His divine call to a
believer.
First, God says, “Look on the fields” (John 4:35). The Lord of the Harvest would have all
believers open their eyes and become keenly knowledgeable of gospel-needy fields ready
for harvest and in need of workers. As one looks and prays, his burden grows; as his burden
grows, his heart is drawn to the need; as his heart is drawn to the need, he says, “Someone
needs to go. Someone must tell them of Jesus!” It is important, however, that this burden
for a field does not alone constitute a call to be the one who is to go.
Second, the believer must submit to the claims of Jesus as Lord. George Mueller said that
“95% of knowing God’s will is getting your heart into a state that it has no will of its own.”
This is the hard part; the other five percent is easy. There are probably believers who miss
the Lord’s will by pursuing a personal desire, though good and noble, instead of a divinely
directed call. Often the Lord’s will for people with a heart for the mission field is to stay
and not go. Their burden can be used to support, pray, and encourage others to go. Yet,
all believers need to get their hearts into a state where they have no will of their own.

Third, once the heart is clearly and fully surrendered to
God, a person must seek the counsel and confirmation
of his or her spiritual leaders. After Paul’s conversion on
the road to Damascus and Ananias’ announcement that
God would use him to take the Gospel to the Gentiles,
the next time we read of Paul’s call is found over a
decade later in Acts 13:2-3. Paul is meeting for prayer
and fasting with other leaders in the growing assembly
at Antioch. During the meeting, the Holy Spirit made
known to the leaders of the church His purpose for
Paul and his fellow worker, Barnabas. Paul did not act
without the confirmation of the Church. Once he had
this assurance, Paul began his missionary ministry. A true
servant of the Lord must not act on his own perceived
call without the confirmation of the Church.
If you have never prayed from your heart, “Lord, everything I have and am is yours: my life, my ambition, my
treasure, my all,” you have missed out on one of the
greatest joys of the Christian life—giving yourself to the
Almighty to use as He wills solely for His glory. When
your heart is in the right place, all perceived hindrances
are manageable.
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aybe an 8.” This could be a typical
answer to a question I ask people
interested in missions. In my role as
a recruiter at GFA, I have talked to
hundreds of believers about serving the Lord as a
missionary. I have found this one question to be
an extremely helpful gauge of the likelihood the
person will become a missionary: “On a scale of 1
to 10, what is the level of your desire to become
a missionary?” Many think “8” is a strong and
noteworthy commitment. Maybe it is, but it is not
strong enough. A “9” is stronger, but it too fails
the test. Does it need to be a “10” out of 10 then?
Yes! The reality is that becoming and staying a
missionary requires FULL commitment. Without that,
the obstacles and challenges one faces will almost
invariably trip up the missionary “wannabe.” So, let’s
assume you want to be a “10.” What obstacles and
challenges can you expect along the way?

10

ENOUGH?

The first challenge will be to keep your
passion for the Lord and the lost
undiluted. To become a missionary, you must

maintain your walk with the Lord and your missionary
focus. Time and the normal events of life can dull
that focus. Rufus Anderson, a missionary recruiter for
America’s first mission agency, made this observation
in the early 1800s as he watched potential missionaries
come and go:

Engagements are formed, rendering
the case more complicated; solicitations
and inducements to remain at home
multiply; the natural love of one’s
own country grows stronger and
stronger; the early predilection for the
missionary life, if there had been one,
wears away; the cries of the heathen
and their distress move with less and
less power; and the man remains
at home.1

Rufus Anderson, To Advance the Gospel, ed. R. Pierce Beaver (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1967), 185-186.
Lois Hoadley Dick, Isobel Kuhn (Minneapolis: Bethany House Publishers, 1987), 125.
3
Dr. and Mrs. Howard Taylor, “By Faith” (Philadelphia: China Inland Mission, 1938), 45-46.
1
2
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The problem is a not a new one. W ithout
a level-10 commitment, the prospective
missionary will most likely “remain at home.”

Another obstacle can be the lack of a
partner who also is totally committed
to missions. I have known missionaries

who were “10s” early on and they refused
to seriously date anyone who was not also a
“10.” On the other hand, I have talked with
many who were open to being a missionary
but were not dedicated to it. You can guess
where they ended up. This is not to question
their spirituality but simply to point out again
that without total commitment, missions does
not happen. A common mistake in thinking is
that the missionary wife can be content to be
a stay-at-home mom who gives herself fully
to looking after her family. This sounds good,
but it does not work. Of course, the wife must
look after her family, but if she is truly going
to be content and remain on the mission field,
she too must be a missionary.

Parental opposition often serves as
an obstacle to missions. Those of us

who are missionaries think we would love
nothing better than see our children serve
as missionaries, but many parents do not
have this mentality. If you do any reading of
missionary biographies or missionary stories,
you have probably encountered one or more
books by Isobel Kuhn. Isobel’s mother had
been the president of the Women’s Missionary
Society for many years, but when she learned
of Isobel’s desire to go to China, she exploded:
“Over my dead body! Over my dead body will
you ever go to China!” She thought going to
the mission field was for fanatics and spinsters
who could not get work elsewhere. Within a
few years her mother was dead from cancer,
but before she died, she acknowledged that
Isobel was right – “I feel that all my busy, good
works have been as wood, hay, and stubble.
My daughter has chosen the best way.” 2
I praise God for my own parents. They always
encouraged us in our pursuit of God’s calling
and that even though our children were for a
long time their only grandchildren. The father
of Susan Parker, the first American missionary
under CIM to die on the field, said this before
he blessed the going of his only child:

“I have nothing too precious for my Lord
Jesus.” When told by the American Secretary
for CIM of Susan’s death in China, her father
wrote back, “I can still say, ‘I have nothing
too precious for my Lord Jesus.’” 3

A misunderstanding of deputation
becomes a stumbling block for
some. The thought seems to be that it
takes a long time, makes one dependent
upon others, and hinders rather than furthers
the missionary’s ministry. Deputation can take
time and the travel can be wearisome and
routine-changing, but its value far outweighs
its drawbacks. Deputation has immeasurable
value to the churches, for the testimony of a
passionate missionary is one of God’s primary
tools to call others to serve.

Deputation also benefits the aspiring
missionary as gifts and skills of communication are developed with much usefulness.
The missionary is able to acquire valuable
understanding of numerous and varied church
ministries, along with friends who provide
prayer and financial support—often for a
lifetime. Where else can one in 2-3 years gain
such valuable experience and at the same
time acquire a lifetime of almost guaranteed
support if he or she is faithful to the calling?
Serving the Lord means encountering obstacles, but if you will be a “10,” He will help you
overcome them all and make you “profitable
for the ministry” of missions. Where are YOU
on the scale?

By Alan Patterson
Regional Director for Europe, Africa, and the Middle East
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THE TUG OF

I

f you’ve ever wondered, heart strings are made of rubber. As loved ones
are separated in space and time, the pull tightens proportionately. If there’s
an ocean of separation—toss an exponent into the equation!

I’m revisiting a scene in my mind: loading two toddlers and a baby into
the back of a packed van and heading to the airport. The plane that took
my family to Africa in 1998 was both a friend and an enemy to me. It
transported us to our new home, but it took us from our home as well.
More accurately, it carried us from grandparents, parents, sisters, cousins,
and friends. Not only was it hard to leave them, but it was doubly difficult
knowing how hard it was for them to let us leave!

4

God is carrying history toward this certain
d e s t i n a t i o n . A re y o u o n b o a rd ? I n C a m e ro o n , p e o p l e
s a y, “ T i e h a rd y o u r h e a r t . ” Tr a n s l a t e d , t h a t m e a n s ,
“Put on your seatbelt when encountering emotional
turbulence.” For me, buckling my emotions meant
visualizing certain things. At night, I would look at
the moon and think to myself, “That is the same
moon that shines on my family back home—and
they see it too. It is a common object for both of
us.” Then I would pray that the Lord would bless
my loved ones in proportion to my missing them.
(I figured that would result in a LOT of blessing
f o r t h e m ! ) W h e n I w a s re a l l y s a d a b o u t a d e p a r t u re ,
especially on an airplane, I would picture the
woman who broke her alabaster flask and poured
t h e p e r f u m e o n J e s u s . S u c h a l a v i s h g e s t u re ! S e a t e d
by the window on the plane (I always hog the
window seats), I would tell the Lord that leaving
parents—and eventually my children—was my
a l a b a s t e r f l a s k , a n d t h a t I w a s b re a k i n g i t f o r H i m .
The Lord and I have exchanged this conversation
many times over the years.
Maybe that sounds sentimental, but I honestly
think the Lord answered those prayers and even
d e l i g h t e d i n m y o f f e r i n g s . S t r a n g e l y, I s o m e t i m e s
think that I pray better for my loved ones when I am
s e p a r a t e d f ro m t h e m b e c a u s e i t i s m y d e e p e s t f o r m
of communication about them. God has blessed
my family in ways that I couldn’t begin to list in
t h i s s h o r t e s s a y.
I know you have close friends who have influenced
you; I have “Bonnie-isms.” Once, I was lamenting
t h e d e p a r t u re o f m y o l d e s t

daughter after she and Gracie Studdard had paid us a visit.
I t o l d G r a c i e ’s m o t h e r, B o n n i e , h o w s a d I f e l t t h a t o u r
g i r l s w e re re t u r n i n g t o t h e U S A . S h e re p l i e d , “ b u t a re n ’t
we glad that we had them while we did!” I suppose
there is such a thing as coveting even the dearest of
t h e L o r d ’s g i f t s . N o w, I o f t e n t h i n k o f B o n n i e ’s l i t t l e
phrase when parting from a loved one.
I a m s h a r i n g t h e s e m u s i n g s a t l e a s t 2 2 y e a r s f ro m t h a t
f i r s t t r a n s a t l a n t i c t r i p . I h a p p e n t o b e i n To g o a t t h e
moment, and my youngest daughter (who was born
in Africa) just called me from the USA. One by one,
t h e p r e c i o u s c a r g o t h a t Wa l t e r a n d I t o o k t o A f r i c a
has flown back across the Atlantic when they left
the nest. There is something sweet in the cycle: our
parents let us leave with their blessing, and now they
are doting on the grandchildren to whom they once
bravely waved goodbye.
F i n a l l y — n o t t o s o u n d t o o s u r re a l o r e v e n a n t i q u a t e d — I
should mention WhatsApp, Facetime, phone calls, and
c h e a p f l i g h t s ! I t ’s a m a z i n g h o w t h e L o r d h a s a l l o w e d
us to stay in touch with our loved ones! Guess where
I’m (hopefully) headed for Christmas? Don’t guess
“home,” because that would be a toss-up between
t h r e e c o n t i n e n t s . L e t ’s j u s t s a y I ’ m g o i n g t o g i v e
in to the tug and let my heartstrings pull me to my
l o v e d o n e s . Yo u c a n n e v e r e v e r o u t g i v e t h e L o r d !
...

...

...

By Carol Loescher
France
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NO GREATER

Joy

By Mark Mavar, Panama

“His lord said unto him,
Well done, thou good
and faithful servant”
(Matthew 25:21a).
Going to the mission field has been a life-changing
experience to say the least. Leaving behind everything
that was “normal” to go to a foreign land certainly
changed our lives. Things looked very different, people
spoke in a different way, the culture was different, the
food was different. We had no family, no friends,
no home church to attend, and no Walmart.
Making the decision to quit my job,
sell the house, pack up some
goods and the kids, then say
goodbye to everyone and
everything that was familiar
to us did not happen all at
once. It was a process. I
was a 42-year-old family
man who was a firefighter
paramedic by profession.
It was my dream job,
and I had been doing it
for over 13 years. I had
plans to become chief
one day and retire with
a nice pension. However,
the Lord redirected our
steps and then confirmed
the direction with His Word.
The United States of America
had much to offer that could keep
us from doing what the Lord had
called us to do. So I had to “detach”
myself from many things. Hunting and
fishing, riding four-wheelers with my boys, and
just living in the country were all a draw for me. But
over time I began to let these things go one by one,
because I grew in my understanding that the Lord
had an eternal purpose for me to “go and make
disciples.” I was a disciple-maker where I was, sharing
the Gospel with coworkers and strangers that I would
meet in the course of everyday life. I was involved at
church in small Bible studies and one-on-one discipling.
Why couldn’t we just stay where we were and be
disciple-makers right there in Ohio? The answer?
Because God called us to a different place.
During that transitional time of detaching myself
from the draw that would keep me in Ohio, I began
to see my zeal for the fire department waning and my
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desire to go to Panama waxing greater. I became more
interested in the eternal purposes of God than in my
own convenience and pleasure. The final confirmation
that this was the will of God for us was confirmed by
God’s Word. Romans 10:13-15 says, “For whosoever
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.
How then shall they call on him in whom they have
not believed? and how shall they believe in him
of whom they have not heard? and how shall they
hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach,
except they be sent? as it is written, how beautiful
are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace
and bring glad tidings of good things!”
I was not searching for those verses. I was seeking
God’s will for my life, and my life included my wife and
four small children who would take the step of faith
with me and begin a new journey. Indeed, it was
a step of faith, but God is a faithful God!
The mission field from an American
perspective looks like a heroic and
glorious place where we bring
God’s message to others who
hunger and thirst for Him. I
found that not to be the
case at all. It was a place
where my personal
theology was put to
the test and where
God taught me more
about Himself.
We were reaching out
to a group of people
who had not invited us
to their country. There
was no fanfare when our
plane touched down at
To c u m e n I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Airport. There was no laying
down of palm branches and
coats for the new missionaries
who had just arrived to bring the
Good News. No, there was work!
Frustrating, lonely, and at times discouraging work. The only thing that helped us
keep our hands to the plow was our confidence that
God does the saving, and we were called to be faithful
ministers of God’s Word. That has eternal value, and
we were working for eternal purposes.
No, the Panamanians did not ask us to come there;
God directed us to go. Yes, there is certainly joy on
the mission field when you see the Holy Spirit of God
illumine the minds of unbelievers to understand the
truth of the Gospel and they place their faith and trust
in Him and begin to grow. For me there is only one
joy greater than that, and it is to hear “Well done
thou good and faithful servant.”

Obstacles
I

doubt there has been anyone who has successfully
fulfilled his or her missions work without facing
significant obstacles. Why do they persevere?
Because those significant obstacles are counted
as minor compared with the privilege of spending our
lives for the God Who redeemed us. Though we know
there are major challenges still to come, God enabled
us to overcome some challenges before we reached
the mission field.

Education was one obstacle. After completing a

three-year diploma in Biblical Studies from the Bible
Institute of Ohio and a few classes in Italian from
Columbus State Community College, I thought I was
ready for the mission field. My dad asked me to go
away to college for a year instead. Although I submitted
to his direction by attending Bob Jones University, I
struggled inside, wondering if I was really doing God’s
will. Forrest McPhail challenged me to live wherever
God had put me (at BJU at that moment) to the best
of my abilities because that was clearly God’s will for
me. I accepted the challenge and began focusing on
what I would have to do to earn a degree instead of
just fulfilling the one-year obligation to my dad. God’s
plan for me included many hours of correspondence
courses and two years of in-residence studies to earn a
BA in Humanities from BJU followed by four and a half
years to earn an MA in Church Ministries.
Tom started off with a year at BJU studying Christian
Missions, but God used financial difficulties to change
his plans and keep him from returning for several years.
In the meantime, God prepared Tom for the mission
field through a church internship, a three-year diploma
in Pastoral Studies, and another church internship.
Finally, God led Tom back to BJU to complete his BA
in Humanities and an MA in Theology, along with yet
another church internship.

We both had to face the obstacle of finances. Tom

paid for all his education, while I paid for most of mine.
We were married while still students, and we made it
a game to save as much as we could at the grocery
stores. We knew we were working toward the mission
field, and the longer it took us to get through school,

GOD’S TOOL FOR
PREPARATION

the longer we would be kept from that goal. Through
God’s blessing of good health and excellent jobs, we
both put in many hours of work and study and were
blessed to graduate debt free.

Deputation was another obstacle for us because
it lasted over four years. I made many cold calls to

pastors (a task I definitely did not enjoy), and we had
a difficult time scheduling meetings. The only thing
that kept me calling those pastors was the desire to
make it to the mission field and the reminder that my
husband was trusting me to make those calls while he
was at work. While we truly benefited from meeting
believers throughout North America and seeing and
learning from the variety in God’s Church, hauling one,
then two, then three very small children in and out of
cars, hotels, homes, and churches became very tiring.

We heard that the actual move across the ocean
would be an obstacle. Since we had been planning

on it for years, we had not accumulated much stuff of
material value, but there was sentimental value in the
things and people we left behind. However, when the
five of us arrived in Italy with nine suitcases containing
all our earthly belongings, I felt completely “at home”
because I knew I would be staying. God gave great joy
at finally reaching our goal after many years of working
toward it.
Looking back, we can now appreciate the obstacles
we faced and the ways God used them to shape us
and our ministry. We have had the joy of being on the
field for nearly six years and seeing God work in the
lives of people around us for His glory.
We expect that He will continue to
guide and alter our paths often
using more challenges to make
His will plain, and we’re looking
forward to playing a small
part in His amazing plan for
worldwide missions.

By Stephanie Boehm, Italy
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PRAYING
BIBLICALLY
for your missionary.
Why the Command?
By Forrest McPhail

In Matthew 9:36-38, Jesus commands His disciples to pray earnestly that
God would send laborers into His harvest. The meaning of this command is
clear enough: we must pray for gospel laborers to go work in God’s harvest
fields to make disciples for Him. I would like to explore with you the answer
to the following question about Christ’s command: Why did Jesus command
us to pray for laborers?
One reason for such a command is that by praying this way we are forced to
acknowledge spiritual realities with greater focus. Our sinful hearts are ever
drawn toward materialism, living for the moment, this life, for what is visible
and seen. That is why we are given various other commands such as “Set your
affections on things above, not on things on the earth” (see Colossians
3:1); and “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness” (see
Matthew. 6:33). Keeping our hearts fixed on spiritual and eternal realities
requires constant effort. That is one reason why we must “pray without
ceasing” (1Thessalonians 5:17).
When Jesus commands us to ask Him to send laborers into His harvest, He
is actually instructing us to keep eternal realities in mind. I encourage you to
meditate with me on these two spiritual realities:

1) There is a spiritual harvest.
2) Each of us has a responsibility to labor in that harvest.
There is a spiritual harvest! Isn’t it sad that we must continually be reminded
to open our spiritual eyes to see the eternal souls of the multitudes around
us? We get so incredibly busy with life, so weighed down with surviving, that
we often lose focus. Even those whose main business is gospel ministry can
become trapped in its administration and details to the point where we lose
our passion to reach the lost.
We are tempted to become jaded and lose faith about the harvest. Negative
experiences with professed believers falling away and continual rejection from
the hardhearted can lead us to feel that there no longer remains a harvest
to be reaped. Wrong! Jesus said that the harvest exists, and it is abundant.
Refocus! Have faith!
By praying for laborers, we are forced to reckon with the fact that Jesus calls
each of us to work to seek a spiritual harvest. Prayer for laborers leads us to
an inescapable conclusion—all are laborers; each of us must be working in the
harvest. God will certainly call out some who pray this way to give themselves
fully to this spiritual harvest work.
Could it be that some folks don’t pray for laborers to enter the harvest because
they don’t want to be reminded about the spiritual needs around them? Are
some intentionally avoiding their responsibility? Might some even be afraid
to pray lest God call them to give their lives wholly to this work?

Pray in faith for laborers.
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GIVING TO GFA
Online Giving:

Gifts via credit or debit card can be given on our website (gfamissions.org/give).

Giving by EFT:

For GFA to deduct a preauthorized amount from your bank
account each month, complete the EFT Authorization Agreement
(gfamissions.org/give). A receipt of year-to-date giving will be
sent twice a year. You can cancel/change the amount at any time.

Giving by Mail:

Make checks out to Gospel Fellowship Association and mail
to 1809 Wade Hampton Blvd, Ste 110, Greenville, SC 29609.
Enclose a note indicating the ministry you want to help.

Planned Giving:

• Testamentary Bequest
• Life Insurance or Retirement Plan
• Charitable Gift Annuity
• Charitable Remainder Trust

Non-Cash Giving:

Contributions of stocks, bonds, and securities can be
made to GFA. Call GFA (864-609-5500) for information before
you make your contribution. Always consult your attorney, tax
advisor, or financial advisor to learn what is best for you since
wise planning is important to take full advantage of the tax
incentives allowed by the IRS.

Advance the Gospel
Through Medical
Missions
1
2
3
4

Medical missions teams (2 WEEKS)

Medical missions internships (6-9 WEEKS)
Short-term medical missions (2 YEARS)
Career medical missions

We need like-minded Christian healthcare
workers from all professions. Let’s talk.
F O R MO R E I N F O :

Jack Mitchell, DMD

(978) 397-1693 • drjack@gfamissions.org
gfamissions.org/medical-missions

Gospel Fellowship Association
Suite 110 • 1809 Wade Hampton Blvd.
Greenville, SC 29609-4061
864-609-5500 • gfamissions.org
Return Service Requested

A practical
podcast to
assist you as you
serve in your church
HOSTED BY MARSHALL FANT

“Dr. Fant and company offer a wealth of experience and advice for any
church. They share this in a gracious and respectful way. An invaluable asset!
I am thankful they take the time to share their experience for all listeners as well.”
~ A LISTENER

Subscribe to RE:CHURCH today
at GFAMissions.org/rechurch

