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Speedbump to Missions

Your First Two Years

Exasperating and Enriching

How to Survive while “Foreign™ Slowly transtorms into “Home™

A Survival Kit for Culture Shock

How to Adjust to a New Setting and Flourish






It hurts. But the e Is there
Smianny What will 1t anything |
feel like?
can help?

! eventually lift.

What 1s When will
happening? 1t stop?




Why 1s this happening?

Why do I feel this way?

Why can’t I manage to adjust? ‘



What is culture?

“The distinctive 1deas, customs, social behaviour, products,
or way of life of a particular nation, society, people, or

period” (OED).

“of inherited conceptions expressed in symbolic

forms by means of which men communicate, perpetuate,
and develop their knowledge about and attitudes toward

life.” (Chttord Geertz).

“Theof meanings and behaviors that defines

the way of life tor a group or society” (Conrad Kotak)



Actions: What people do.

Behavior

Attitudes: what Is
desirable, good or best.

: Knowledge: what is
Beliefs true or possible.

Preconceptions: what
Assumptions is obvious or needs no
explanation.




A —————————————————————
Individualism Collectivism

B ——————————————————————————————
Low Power Distance High Power Distance

Low Uncertainty Avoidance High Uncertainty Avoldance

B e ———————————————————————
Cooperative Relationships Competitive Relationships

B —————————————————————————
Direct Communication Styles Indirect Communication



EHE--——

Inherited Status Achieved Status
B ———————————————————————
Limited Good Unlimited Good
B —————————————————————————————
Particularism Universalism
B ———————————————————————————
Demonstrative Communication Concealed Restraint

Tight Cultural Grids Loose Cultural Grids









Cultural Types: Linear-active, multi-active,

. I | MULTI- . . b
The Lewis Model Areontin Moo WSITE chie reactive variations

Italy, Portugal,
Spain, Greece,
Malta, Cyprus

Sub-Saharan Africa

Saudi Arabia,
Arab Countries

Russia,
Slovakia

Iran,
Turkey

France, Poland,
Lithuania

Belgium India

Key:

linear-active - cool, factual,

decisive planners Indonesia, Malaysia,

Philippines

Australia, Denmark,
Ireland

red multi-active - warm, emotional,

Austria, Czech Republic, loquacious, impulsive Korea,
Thailand

Netherlands, Norway,

Slovenia reactive - courteous, amiable,
accommodating, compromiser,
U.S.A. good listener China
Germany,
. LINEAR-
Switzerland, ACTIVE . . @ Vietnam
Luxembourg

U.K. Sweden, Finland, Canada Smgapore Taiwan, Japan
Latvia Estonia Hong Kong



What will 1t

feel like?




Legal R
el

(Immigration) (S

Spiritual .-

Financial / \ Relationships

Thoughts &
Emotions




What will 1t feel like?

How long will
1t last? What’s the

“normal”
schedule?



TOURIST: High (unrealistic) expectations of new culture.
«4—— Charmed with newness. “Tourist” consciousness.

Acceptance of reality (good or bad) of new
culture as present “home.” Comparing subsides.

INITIAL
ADJUSTMENT

Life becomes routine
in a place still
basically unfamiliar

Homesickness can be extreme.

Personal & family stress.

Comparisons between “home™ and “here.”-
Rejection of new culture

Culture Shock

—_— — — — —_— — —_— — —_— — —_— — —

TIME




Can anything be

done about 1t?

‘ Can I expedite the process?



Cross Cultural Training
| anguage
|_ove People
‘Honesty
*Embrace the annoyance.
Fly by your instruments.

Strengthen your theological grid.



What is missions?

Transcending cultural, social and
ceographic barriers so that the
gospel can spread to new
locations and social groups.



Who, being in the form And that every tongue

of God, thought 1t not P H I LI P P I AN S should confess that Jesus

robbery to be equal with Christ 1s Lord, to the glory

God: of God the Father.
\ 2:5-11

But made himself
of no reputation,

That at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, of things in
heaven, and things in earth, and

and took upon him things under the earth;

the form of a servant,

AN

and was made 1n the likeness

of men: And being found 1n

and given him a
name which 1s above

. every name:
fashlon asS a 1man,

\ Wherefore God

he humbled himself, and became also hath highly
obedient unto death,

\

even the death of
the cross.

exalted him,






