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Misunderstanding Consecration
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Realizes necessity to live as an “honorable vessel”—cleansed & set apart
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The Rebel Broken The Rebel Broken

14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have 
concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all 
have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live 
might no longer live for themselves but for him who 
for their sake died and was raised (2 Cor. 5:14-15).

Understanding Consecration

2 Timothy 2:20-23 (ESV)

20 Now in a great house there are not only vessels of gold 
and silver but also of wood and clay, some for honorable 
use, some for dishonorable. 21 Therefore, if anyone 
cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a 
vessel for honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to 
the master of the house, ready for every good work.
22 So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, 
faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the 
Lord from a pure heart. 

What is this? 

• A chamber pot is a portable 
toilet, meant for nocturnal 
use in the bedroom. It was 
common in many cultures 
before the advent of indoor 
plumbing and flushing 
toilets.

Any Vessel Can Be Useful if 
Cleansed and Consecrated

• Gold/silver vessel—serving/eating 
food, spittoon, or chamber pot

• Wood/earth vessel—storing food or 
holding garbage or chamber pot

• Any vessel can be useful to the 
master of the house for honorable 
purposes if cleansed (purified/ 
sterilized) and consecrated (used 
only for honorable purposes).
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Consecration

“Cleansing someone or something from sin and ritual 
impurity, and then dedicating the person or thing for a 
specific purpose.” (Logos, “consecration”)

The goal of consecration is usefulness for displaying
God’s glory.

What does it mean to live for God’s glory? 

The glory of 
anything is the 
excellence that 
makes it first, and 
therefore, unique.

The glory of God is that 
unique excellence that 
makes Him supreme—
towering over 
everything else.

The glory of God is 
that He is first!

Falling Short of the Glory of God

• Man was created to bear witness of God’s unique 
excellence.

• When Adam fell, he put himself first. 
• He fell short of his purpose of reflecting and 
enjoying God’s unique excellence—His glory. 

• The greatest “disorder” is that any person 
should place himself first before God. 

Displaying the Glory (the Firstness) of God

• Consecration is the growing commitment to show 
others that God is first, above all. 

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, a people for his own possession, 
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him 
who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light (1 Peter 2:9).

Shameless Promotion
JimBerg.com
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Applying Consecration
“How do we show that God is first?”

Trials
are the hurts and 
hardships we face 
because we live in a 
broken, fallen world with 
our own sinful natures 
and we live among 
others who sin against 
us because they have 
sinful natures.

Temptations
are the enticements 
from the world around 
us and from our sinful 
hearts inside us to 
ignore God’s love for us 
and to violate His laws 
to get what we want.

Addictions
are the enslaving, sinful 
habits we develop when 
we repeatedly choose to 
deal with our trials and 
temptations in our own 
ways rather than turning 
to God and His Word for 
solutions. 

Right Response in a Fire
If your clothes catch on fire…

Stop Drop Roll Desire Deception Disobedience

Wrong Response in a Trial or a 
Temptation (James 1:14-15)

No, 
Lord.
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Bow Trust Obey

Right Response in a Trial or a 
Temptation (Putting God First)

Yes, 
Lord.

We must show that “God is first”. . . 

• By daily seeking to know Him and His ways or we 
revert to “Me-Firstness.”

• By responding to trials and temptations with BTO.
• By making God-honoring decisions

• About our marriages.
• About our parenting.
• About our ministries.

Problems on the Donut Ring

20 And he said, “What comes out of 
a person is what defiles him. 21 For 
from within, out of the heart of 
man, come evil thoughts, sexual 
immorality, theft, murder, 
adultery, 22 coveting, wickedness, 
deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, 
pride, foolishness. 23 All these evil 
things come from within, and they 
defile a person” (Mark 7:20-23).

Problems on the Donut Ring

Who is on your throne?

Who are you putting first?

Consecration 2 Timothy 2:20-23 (ESV)

20 Now in a great house there are not only vessels of gold 
and silver but also of wood and clay, some for honorable 
use, some for dishonorable. 21 Therefore, if anyone 
cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a 
vessel for honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to 
the master of the house, ready for every good work.
22 So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, 
faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the 
Lord from a pure heart. 
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Credits

The charts (with the exception of the fourth chart modified by Berg) are taken from 
“Keswick Theology: A Survey and Analysis of The Doctrine of Sanctification in the Early 
Keswick Movement” in Andrew David Naselli’s March 19, 2008 outline for the William R. 
Rice Lecture Series at Detroit Baptist Theological Seminary. He references his sources for 
the charts as Charles C. Ryrie, Balancing the Christian Life (Chicago: Moody, 1969), pp. 
183-184, 187; and H. Wayne House, Charts of Christian Theology and Doctrine (Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan, 1992), pp. 111-13.

Mt. Everest photo is purchased from iStock-485966046 and used with permission. 
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