
Evangelistic Praying:
What are the Biblical Limits?



“Nothing will so test and stimulate the Christian 
life as the honest attempt to be an intercessor.”

-Andrew Murray 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Intercessory prayer really stretches us. Andrew Murray said, “Nothing will so test and stimulate the Christian life as the honest attempt to be an intercessor.”

It is true. Prayer for those we love to come to saving faith, grow in Christ, and stay faithful in times of trial and temptation stretches us. It challenges our own faith to pray for others.

Intercessory prayer is simply praying for someone else, praying on their behalf. The one interceded for may or may not think he/she needs our prayers. 

Intercession is the act of a believer in Jesus Christ going to the Father through the Son so that God might work in someone else’s life for His glory. The fact of intercessory prayer, that we should pray for others, that we have a right to do so in Christ, is relatively easy to understand. However, when we talk about praying for individuals we love and care about to be saved questions arise



Praying for individual 
unbelievers raises questions:
1. Does Scripture teach us to intercede for 

individual unbelievers to be saved?
2. Does Scripture teach us that praying in faith 

guarantees the salvation for those we have 
prayed? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I would like to address two of these questions. 

1) Does Scripture teach us to intercede for individual unbelievers to be saved?

2) Does Scripture teach us that the prayer of faith guarantees the salvation of those for whom we intercede to be saved?




Does Scripture teach 
us to intercede for 

individual unbelievers 
to be saved?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Are we supposed to pray generally for the elect to be saved, for God’s Word to bear fruit, etc., in general terms, or should we pray also for individual sinners? Some have argued that prayers for the lost should remain general in nature or have de-emphasized prayer for individual unbelievers because of theological confusion.

Let’s consider passages of Scripture that will help us with answers, examples of believers interceding for others in prayer.
As we do this, it will remind us just how important intercessory prayer is in Scripture.



Does Scripture teach 
us to intercede for 

individual unbelievers 
to be saved? The Old Testament

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Discuss: What examples of intercessory prayer for unbelievers come to your mind?

Abraham’s intercession for wayward Lot and his apparently unbelieving family (Gen 18:22-19:29)
Job’s intercession for his children (whose faith is not mentioned) and also for his friends who were very confused about God (the Lord said He was angry with them) (Job 1:4-5; 42:7-9) 
Moses’s intercession on behalf of rebellious Israel (Ex. 32-33; Num. 14:13-19)
The Levitical priests’ intercession for the people daily (Leviticus) 
Samuel’s intercession on behalf of rebellious Israel (1 Sam. 12:23-25)
Jeremiah’s intercession on behalf of rebellious Judah (4:19ff; 5:1; 8:18-9:1)
Ezekiel’s lament that there were no intercessors to stand in the gap for Jews in exile (Ezek. 22:30-31)
Daniel’s intercession on behalf of the Jews in captivity (Dan. 9:1ff)

These many examples teach us that God’s people definitely have access to God on behalf of others. Intercessory prayer is definitely a ministry for God’s people. This ministry includes prayer for unbelievers. 



Does Scripture teach 
us to intercede for 

individual unbelievers 
to be saved? The New Testament

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Does the New Testament shed more light on this subject? 

• Jesus expressed great compassion for the lost and commanded His disciples to pray for laborers to reach them (Mt. 9:36-38). Surely this includes praying for those who are lost, the harvest itself, as well.
• Jesus’ compassionate outcry on behalf of a condemned Jerusalem (Mt. 23:37) reveals the prayerful heart of Jesus for Israel.
• Jesus’ promise to send His Holy Spirit that would empower the disciples to fulfill the Great Commission (Lk 24:45-49) assumes prayer. The Spirit’s power alone convinces sinners and leads them to repentance (Jn 16:7-11). We express our dependence upon the Spirit by praying for His working through us as we labor (Jn 4:31-38). Surely this would lead to prayer for God to work in individuals as well. 
• Jesus prayed for the elect that would be given to Him by the Father (Jn 17:9-10; 20). Isaiah’s prophecy refers to the Messiah’s intercession for the transgressors (Isa 53:12).
• Jesus taught us to pray for our enemies and persecutors (Mt 5:44). Jesus exemplified this on the cross (Lk 23:34), and so did Stephen at his stoning (Acts 7:60).
• Paul prayed and asked prayer for open doors to preach Christ to unbelievers (Col. 4:2) and for the success of the Gospel in hearts when he has such opportunity (2 Thess 3:1).
• Peter taught that every believer in Jesus Christ is a priest, a part of Christ’s “royal priesthood” (1 Pet 2:9). A key aspect of priestly ministry is intercessory prayer.
• The risen Jesus, who is our Great High Priest, continues in intercession on behalf of all who come to Him for salvation (Heb 7:25). In a limited way, we imitate Him.
• The very nature of God’s love in us should move us to pray for the lost: “For God is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Pet 3:9).

All of these persons and Scriptures mentioned above are examples of those that interceded for others and truths that logically infer it. However, we still have not discussed any passages that directly teach us to intercede for the lost. There are two key passages that urge NT believers to intercede for those who do not yet know Jesus. Both of these come from the apostle Paul.




Two Key Passages that Clearly Urge us 
to Pray for Individual Unbelievers:

1. Paul’s example/testimony (Romans 9:1-5; 10:1-2).

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
1) Paul’s example/testimony






Two Key Passages that Clearly Urge us 
to Pray for Individual Unbelievers:

Rom 9:1-5 ESV
 I am speaking the truth in Christ--I am not lying; my conscience bears me 

witness in the Holy Spirit-- that I have great sorrow and unceasing 
anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed and 
cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according 

to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the 
glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises. 
To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, 

is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
1) Paul’s example/testimony

After teaching so many fundamental Gospel truths in chapters 1-8, Paul reveals to us the urgency of faith in Christ through his own heart for his own people, the Jews:

[Rom 9:1-5 ESV] 1 I am speaking the truth in Christ--I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit-- 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises. 5 To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.

Paul was anguished in his soul for unbelieving Israel to know God’s salvation through Christ, so he interceded continually for them. He was so burdened that he wished he could actually be condemned in their place!

Do we know what it means to be great sorrow and unceasing anguish in grief for those still in their sins and condemned to hell?




Two Key Passages that Clearly Urge us 
to Pray for Individual Unbelievers:

Rom 10:1-2 ESV

 Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may 
be saved. For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not 

according to knowledge.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[Rom 10:1-2 ESV] 1 Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.

The love of Jesus in Paul, Christ’s compassion, drove Paul not only to witness but to intercede for the lost in prayer.

The apostle is not just interceding generally for Israel; he is thinking of the Jews he has known. How could we better show our genuine love for sinners than to give them the Gospel and to pray for them? 

Notice, too, that such a burden for unbelievers is not incompatible with joy and contentment in Christ. 




Two Key Passages that Clearly Urge us 
to Pray for Individual Unbelievers:

2. Paul’s instruction (1 Timothy 2:1-7).

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2) Paul’s instruction 






Two Key Passages that Clearly Urge us 
to Pray for Individual Unbelievers:

1 Timothy 2:1-7 ESV
 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high 

positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in 
every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 

who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth. For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and 

men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is 
the testimony given at the proper time. For this I was appointed a preacher 

and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the 
Gentiles in faith and truth.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2) Paul’s instruction 

[1Ti 2:1-7 ESV] 1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. 7 For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

Paul urges all Christians to pray for all men, especially unbelievers. One major reason for praying is God’s will to save, the fact of the Gospel and what Jesus has done, and that this is the day of salvation. Yes, we most certainly are directly commanded by God to pray for individual people to come to Christ! 





Does Scripture teach 
us to intercede for 

individual unbelievers 
to be saved?

YES!!!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Have you wept for the lost? 

Have you lost your ability to weep?

Has unresponsiveness from the lost, disappointments, failures, caused you to lose your hope in prayer? DON’T QUIT!!!

A major part of our role as believers in Jesus Christ and as Christ’s “sent ones” for the Gospel is intercessory prayer. Is intercession a key part of your ministry?



Does Scripture teach that a prayer of faith 
guarantees salvation for those for whom we 

intercede?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Does Scripture teach us that the prayer of faith guarantees the salvation of those for whom we intercede to be saved?

• None of these passages encourage us to think that our intercessory prayers somehow guarantee that those for whom we pray will come to Christ. The level of our personal faith in prayer does not determine salvation for sinners. Praise God it doesn’t!
• These passages definitely teach that God’s saving grace is at work in ways it otherwise would not be because we prayed. We can be expectant in prayer! 




Intercessory prayer, evangelism, 
the doctrines of grace, 

and the free will of man

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Prayer and the Sovereignty of God

Consider how intercessory prayer and evangelism are similar in their relationship to the doctrines of election and free will. Romans 9 focuses on God’s sovereignty in salvation. Chapter 10 emphasizes the will of man. Romans 11 includes both. 

God nowhere erases the tension between these doctrines in a way that solves all of our questions about salvation, evangelism.




“I assume that every 
person in this town is 

elect, and they’re 
going to have to prove 
me wrong by rejecting 

the gospel.”

-Steve Viars

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Speaking of evangelism and the mystery of free will and election, Steve Viars said, 

“I assume that every person in this town is elect, and they’re going to have to prove me wrong by rejecting the Gospel.”

 In other words, whether someone is elect or not is not our concern. We evangelize as though everyone is elect until they die in unbelief and prove that they were not. 

Similarly with intercessory prayer, we earnestly pray for the lost to be saved with the assumption that they can be saved. We pray for them, knowing that God uses our prayers. Our prayers for them don’t cease until they leave this life in death and their opportunity to be saved ended.

We need this heart for our town or city where we live and serve. We must strive to get the Gospel to everyone that we can, praying earnestly for unbelievers to be saved. Ultimately, we rest in God’s sovereignty over the outcome. We rejoice that God allows us to be an integral part in the salvation of sinners as He builds His church through our witness and prayers. 




In our intercessions 
we pray diligently 

and earnestly, 
knowing that God 
uses our prayers 

because of Christ.

 We obey and pray 
then we rest in 

God’s sovereignty.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In our intercessions we pray diligently and earnestly, knowing that God uses our prayers because of Christ. 

We obey and pray then we rest in God’s sovereignty.



Does Scripture teach that a prayer of faith 
guarantees salvation for those for whom we 

intercede? NO!!!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Unfortunate assumptions based upon George Muller’s experience with his list of unbelievers and all coming to Christ, the last one at Muller’s funeral.

While we cannot guarantee outcomes in intercession, our intercessions can be greatly used of God. We have every reason to be expectant in prayer. Let’s consider this a bit.



We intercede in hope as priests and patrons.

“a royal priesthood” (1 Peter 2:9)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Interceding With Hope
As priests and patrons 

Priests: Charles Spurgeon said that “Intercessory prayer is the sweetest form of prayer before God”, for it is like Christ’s intercession as High Priest. We have been made priests in Jesus Christ. Following His example, we pray as priests, interceding for others. We have been given not only the right and privilege to intercede, but the duty to intercede.

Patrons: Our position in Christ grants us the ability to act on the behalf of others. For this reason, Spurgeon calls intercessory prayer “spiritual patronage.” In a sermon on intercessory prayer, Spurgeon compared believers to someone in high favor in the king’s court who uses his/her influence on behalf of friends and loved ones.




We intercede in hope as the righteous.

“The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is 
working” (James 1:16b).

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As the righteous

James, encouraging God’s people to pray for one another and the lost, compares each of us to the prophet Elijah. Elijah was a normal person like us, yet his prayers were powerfully used of God. What is the condition for someone to have prayers used by God?




“The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working” (ESV)

“The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much” (NASB1995)

“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (KJV)

“The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective” (NIV)

“The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 
results” (NLT)

“The heartfelt and persistent prayer of a righteous man (believer) is able to 
accomplish much” (AMP)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
James 5:16b:
“The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working” (ESV)
“The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much” (NASB1995)
“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (KJV)
“The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective” (NIV)
“The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful results” (NLT)
“The heartfelt and persistent prayer of a righteous man (believer) is able to accomplish much” (AMP)

Who is this “righteous” believer? In Jesus Christ, ALL! In character of life, all who seek His kingdom first and His righteousness. Our intercessory prayers matter because of Christ! 




We intercede in hope as spiritual responders

“My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the 
truth and someone brings him back, let him know that 
whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will 
save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of 

sins” (v.19-20 ESV) 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As spiritual responders

It is no mistake that the last two verses in James 5 after this reference to Elijah in prayer are about efforts to reclaim those who have fallen away:

“My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins” (v.19-20 ESV) 

Illustration: Aun—include letters from HBCNY and MH




And Jesus said to his disciples, 
"Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the 
kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the 

kingdom of God." When the disciples heard this, they were 
greatly astonished, saying, "Who then can be saved?" But Jesus 
looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with 

God all things are possible." 
(Matt 19:23-26 ESV)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Conclusion: 
We have every reason to intercede for unbelievers and to do so in hope, no matter who they are:

And Jesus said to his disciples, "Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God." When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished, saying, "Who then can be saved?" But Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible" (Matt 19:23-26).

They are not believers—yet! We have hope in the power of the Gospel and in intercessory prayer.




Evangelistic Praying:
Pray in faith and hope then rest.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If time, discuss how we can be trapped in our prayers for the lost in assuming we alone are the potential instruments God can use in a person’s life. 



	Evangelistic Praying:
	���“Nothing will so test and stimulate the Christian life as the honest attempt to be an intercessor.”
	Praying for individual unbelievers raises questions:
	Does Scripture teach us to intercede for individual unbelievers to be saved?
	Does Scripture teach us to intercede for individual unbelievers to be saved?
	Does Scripture teach us to intercede for individual unbelievers to be saved?
	�Two Key Passages that Clearly Urge us to Pray for Individual Unbelievers:
	�Two Key Passages that Clearly Urge us to Pray for Individual Unbelievers:
	�Two Key Passages that Clearly Urge us to Pray for Individual Unbelievers:
	�Two Key Passages that Clearly Urge us to Pray for Individual Unbelievers:
	�Two Key Passages that Clearly Urge us to Pray for Individual Unbelievers:
	�Does Scripture teach us to intercede for individual unbelievers to be saved?��YES!!!
	�Does Scripture teach that a prayer of faith guarantees salvation for those for whom we intercede?
	Intercessory prayer, evangelism, �the doctrines of grace, �and the free will of man
	“I assume that every person in this town is elect, and they’re going to have to prove me wrong by rejecting the gospel.”��-Steve Viars
	In our intercessions we pray diligently and earnestly, knowing that God uses our prayers because of Christ.�� We obey and pray then we rest in God’s sovereignty.
	�Does Scripture teach that a prayer of faith guarantees salvation for those for whom we intercede? NO!!!
	We intercede in hope as priests and patrons.��“a royal priesthood” (1 Peter 2:9)
	We intercede in hope as the righteous.��“The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working” (James 1:16b).�
	“The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working” (ESV)��“The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much” (NASB1995)��“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (KJV)��“The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective” (NIV)��“The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful results” (NLT)��“The heartfelt and persistent prayer of a righteous man (believer) is able to accomplish much” (AMP)�
	We intercede in hope as spiritual responders��“My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins” (v.19-20 ESV) �
	�And Jesus said to his disciples, �"Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God." When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished, saying, "Who then can be saved?" But Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible." �(Matt 19:23-26 ESV)��
	Evangelistic Praying:

