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The Go-To Texts

1 Timothy 3:1-7 & Titus 1:6-9



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Most likely, if you knew a discussion about the qualifications of elders was going to happen, two passages would immediately come to mind. These are 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1.

Read 1 Timothy 3:1-7.
1The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task. 2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, 5 for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God’s church? 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil.

Read Titus 1:6-9.
6 if anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife, and his children are believers and not open to the charge of debauchery or insubordination. 7 For an overseer, as God’s steward, must be above reproach. He must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain, 8 but hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined. 9 He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it.

What I would like for us to consider right now is the bird’s eye view of these qualifications.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Big Picture of Qualification: It is About the Power of the Gospel.
What are these two passages really about? Sometimes we can get distracted by the individual qualifications listed and forget about the big picture of what this passage is communicating. The major point of these qualifications is this: Anyone that is to be considered for spiritual leadership must be someone who is known to have clearly experienced the power of the Gospel in his/her life. 

Spiritual leadership is not about rank, social class, ethnicity, academic education level, number of years a Christian, or even mastery of Bible knowledge. Spiritual leadership is not inherited. It is not a reward for one’s giving, age, or longevity in the congregation. Instead, the primary qualification for spiritual leadership is genuine godliness. The Gospel’s power dominates that person’s life.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Those qualified are not sinless. We are all tested. Each one of us sometimes fails. We are saved sinners, but sinners still. But we must be transformed sinners and continually transforming saved sinners. 

Stated another way, a spiritual leader must be an example of what a Christian is supposed to be like: “Set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity” (1 Tim 4:12). He must be an example of what God can and should do in the life of some who has repented of their sins and believed on Jesus Christ.

Take a moment to praise God for His work in our individual lives. In our zeal for greater holiness, let’s not lose sight of the growth in Christ already made through the power of the Gospel!
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Limitation of Qualification: It Can Be Lost.
A spiritual leader’s qualifications must be maintained. He must continue to be genuinely godly, dominated by Gospel truth, growing in his faith. Ongoing godliness is not guaranteed through ordination/laying on of hands or by being sent out for cross-cultural missions. It is possible to become disqualified. It is possible to even stray from sound doctrine.

Some “have the appearance of godliness but deny its power” (2 Tim 3:5). It is possible to be filled with knowledge and theological understanding, have the highest standards in certain categories that please others, and yet not live in the power of the Gospel.
This danger of becoming disqualified is why Paul warns Timothy, “Practice these things, devote yourself to them, so that all may see your progress. Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing, you will save both yourself and your hearers” (1 Tim 4:15-16).



Ordination is about more than
doctrine



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ordination, the laying on of hands, is a time of true rejoicing. It is not just about one’s ability to teach and defend sound doctrine—though this is crucial—it is a public acknowledgement that the person being ordained lives in the power of the Gospel. Though still a work in progress, he is a godly man.

Application: Testing, temptations, in both life and ministry, are many. The need for a continually faith is crucial because of it.
Application: If we become disqualified, dismissal, either temporary or permanent, is required. We should have the fear of God about this.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A Closer Look at Qualification (Godliness) from the Pastoral Epistles
The entirety of the Pastoral Epistles in really an extended discussion of the qualifications of elders and their duties towards God’s people. Limiting our understanding of the qualifications to simply the exact words given in the representative lists in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1 is not good enough.

If we think beyond these representative lists, we see themes about the required character for spiritual leadership in these letters. Here are a few of those themes.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Love
In 1 Timothy, we see that elders are to be “examples in love” (4:12) and are to “pursue love” (6:11).

2 Timothy emphasizes love. God has given to us “the spirit of love” (1:7). We are to follow the pattern taught by Paul, which includes “faith and love that are in Christ Jesus” (1:13).  Instead of following youthful lusts, elders are to “pursue love” (2:22). Again, Paul appeals to his example as he discipled Timothy and tells him he must “follow his pattern of love” (3:10).

Application: As missionaries, elders, pastors, we must ask ourselves, “Am I known as someone who has the love of Jesus?” Or are we known for our stubbornness, strict perfectionism, or self-centeredness? Do the people that we serve know, without hesitation, that we love them? Is the same true of our neighbors? Or do those around us feel like they are walking on eggshells, as it were, to keep from your criticism or displeasure?

“By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:33).
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Gentleness
As we begin again with 1 Timothy, we see Paul naming gentleness in the list of qualifications (3:3). He also told Timothy to “pursue gentleness” (6:11). In 2 Timothy 2:25, Paul says that elders must be governed by a spirit of gentleness even when correcting their opponents.

Consider another key passage about qualifications, 1 Peter 5. Gentleness is central to being Christ’s under-shepherd:
1 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock.

Shepherding requires much care and gentleness, for a flock of sheep is very weak and vulnerable. Pastors with a mercenary spirit or domineering approach to leadership make poor shepherds. Gentleness is crucial to caring for sheep.
 
Application: Do those in our care see the Great Shepherd, Jesus, through the way in which we shepherd them? We cannot excuse harshness, being authoritarian, or gruff by hiding behind our personality, background, or spiritual gifting. We must ask ourselves: Am I truly gentle? What would our spouse say? Our children? 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Humility/Patience
1 Peter 5 continues, 
 4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 5 Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you.

Love, gentleness, humility—these all go together. Pursuing these leads to a blameless life. New life in Christ enables us to become this way. Spiritual leaders simply must maintain these characteristics that illustrate that their lives have been shaped by the power of the Gospel.

Consider how often humility and its resulting patience are mentioned in the Pastoral Epistles:
1 Timothy speaks of the need for elders to be able to accept rebuke over sin or false teaching (5:19-20). Paul says that those who can’t are full of pride and don’t understand Christianity! Men like this find themselves often in controversy and causing strife (6:2-3). Such a person must not be an elder. Pride and arrogance disqualify spiritual leaders.

A humble leader knows how to confess sin, be accountable, and repent.

2 Timothy 2:22-25 shows us what a grace-filled elder looks like:
22 So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. 23 Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; you know that they breed quarrels. 24 And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, 25 correcting his opponents with gentleness.

Paul also urges Timothy to follow his pattern of “patience” (3:10), to have “complete patience” (4:2). This can’t happen without humility toward God and man.

Application: How do other pastors and missionaries view you? Are you known for patience, humility, a peacemaker, or someone who demands their way, lashes out against people who disagree, or is incapable to accepting rebuke or correction? How about the local believers where you serve? What would they say?





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Those leaders living in the graces of love, gentleness, and humility, do so because they have not forgotten how the Gospel applied to them. They are saved sinners in desperate need of daily grace. Because of this, they don’t avoid accountability. They are willing to be vulnerable and seek help when they need it. They confess sin and get things right, beginning with their  spouse, their children, and then also with their co-workers, and nationals.

***Personal story of need for help and accountability when dealing with anger towards a teen son. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Resources that keep us grounded in Gospel truth like Gospel Primer, The Bookends of the Christian Life,
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A Theology of Bible Counseling by Heath Lambert, or Studies on the Sermon of the Mount by Martyn-Lloyd Jones.


“| thank him who has given me strength,
Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful,
appointing me to his service.”
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1 Timothy 1:12


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read 1 Timothy 1:12- “I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing me to his service.” God judged us faithful to be chosen by God’s people to serve in spiritual leadership. He appointed us to service. He has given us strength to serve him unto this very day.

That same grace that saved us, grew us, and made us qualified is the same grace that enables us and keeps us qualified. That same grace even makes us MORE qualified than we were before!




2 Timothy "By the Holy Spirit who
1:14 dwells within us, guard the
- good deposit entrusted to
you."
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read 2 Timothy 1:14- “By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit entrusted to you.” We must continue to depend upon God’s Holy Spirit to strengthen us, to keep us from sin and temptation, to deliver us from evil, to remain qualified. He indwells us for this very purpose.



“But the Lord stood by me
and strengthened me.”
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2 Timothy 4:17


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read 2 Timothy 4:17- “But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me.” We have and will face many more trials and tests. The Lord will be with us and strengthen us. We must continue to trust Him to keep us growing in grace.  
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The power of the Gospel that saved us is the same power that qualified us for ministry and keeps us qualified. We were never meant to become qualified or remain qualified through our own effort and strength. Dependence upon Christ keeps the power of the Gospel at work in us.
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